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M A S S   S C H E D U L E 

Sunday Masses 

Sunday……………...…….………...8:00 & 9:15 a.m. 

 

Weekday Masses in the Chapel 

Wednesday and Friday…...…………….....12:00 p.m. 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Contact Fr. Matt Rotert or Fr. Bill Fox 

 

Office Hours 

Monday-Friday……………..…….9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 

Closed Noon-1:00 p.m. 

Tel: 816.444.5406………….……...Fax: 816.444.9345 

Senior Center………….…………...…...816.444.3514 

Website:…………………….………...www.stlfkc.org 

 

Diocesan Ombudsman:………….……...816.812.2500 

Kathleen Chastain, Victims’ Advocate:...816.392.0011 

 

 

M I S S I O N  S T A T E M E N T  

We, God’s people, are a remnant whose faith has been tested 

and tempered by the transitions in our neighborhoods and our 

church. We do not have one common ethnic, religious,  

social, or economic background. We do have a common  

experience, of being the diverse but complementary members 

of the one Body of Christ. Because of this common  

experience, We choose to be St. Therese Parish Community. 

 

We choose to use our gifts to build up the Body of Christ  

Incarnate here. This mission must take place both within the 

faith community and in reaching out to others. We confess 

the need to become more aware of one another and of the 

Lord calling us to be united in God’s spirit. We will strive to 

develop this awareness not only for our own sake, but so that 

we may become credible and inviting to those seeking Christ 

and His Gospel. 

 

We answer this calling first by faithfully sharing the Word 

and breaking Bread together. We then realize our vocation to 

affirm one another’s gift, to reach out to the poor, to work for 

justice, to help form young minds and hearts, to acknowledge 

the place of the elders in our community, and to create a  

climate of fellowship for all people.   

St. Therese Little flower parish 

“I will send down a shower of roses 

from the heavens, I will spend my 

heaven by doing good on earth.”  

 

― St. Thérèse of Lisieux  

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/248952.Th_r_se_de_Lisieux
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Sunday, March 29, 2020 — Fifth Sunday of Lent 

Priests say private Mass  

Mass Intentions will be honored 

Wednesday, April 1, 2020 

No Mass 

Friday,  April 3, 2020 

No Mass  

 

Sunday, April 5, 2020 — Palm Sunday 

Priests say private Mass  

Mass Intentions will be honored 

St. Therese Little Flower community prays for the following:  

 

Bridgette Atkinson, Wanda Battle, Ben Bongers, Liesa Brown, Mary L. 

Brown, Louis Byrd,  Juanita Cherry, Randy Chestnut,  Lisa Coan, 

Quinn Cogan,  Evelyn Coleman, Craig Cowens,  Pamela Denson,  Carol 

Dodd, Jessie Mae Frazier, Joann Freeman, Dan Ivory, Elijah Jones, 

Joyce Jones, LaToya Jones, Marty Kata, Wenda King, Keith Kloster, 

Zach Kloster, Malcolm Knight, Raymond LaNear, Doreen Lacy, 

Charles Lidge, Aidan Liesveld, Helen Logan, Stephen Loston, Bob 

McCombs, Helen McVay, Venus Moore, Margaret Mulligan, Luqrecia 

Preston, Marilyn Richardson, Flanord Rideau, Judy Rieck, Fr. Bob 

Rost, Oden Sainte, Joseppi Sandoval, Lee John Scott,  Sharon Sears, 

Arthur Shelton, Allen Shelton, Jeremiah Smith, Tracy Smith, Elaine 

Stevenson, Michael Stevenson, Blanche L. Thomas, Sr. Joan Tolle, 

Joshua Webb, Jr., Bobby  J. Willis, Jesse Wilkes, Mildred Wilkes, 

Antwine Williams, the elderly and  infirmed, the chronically ill and 

their caregivers;  for those who attend to the dying and grieving; for 

medical  professionals and first responders. For those who seek a better 

life for their families.  

 

Special intentions for those suffering from Covid-19 and their 

families, for those in hospitals and nursing homes who cannot 

have visitors and families isolated from their loved ones.  For all 

of God’s people in this most difficult time. 

 

For the homeless and those lost in this world; for those who harbor 

hatred and  especially for those who have no one to pray for them. 
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We look forward to the day when we can again worship to-

gether at St. Therese. In the meantime, we continue to sup-

port those in need through Emergency Assistance and keep-

ing our facilities in good operating order.  If you haven’t al-

ready done so, please consider giving via bank draft from 

your savings or checking account or by debit or credit card. 

Go to stlfkc.org and click on “Give” to sign up or to submit 

your offering when you aren't able to be at Mass. You can 

select Regular Tithe, Emergency Assistance, or Senior Cen-

ter.  You also have the option of choosing to have your dona-

tion submitted on a recurring basis.  Please be as generous 

as you can, pray for us all  and stay safe! 

March 29 

Ezekiel 37:12-14 

Psalm 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8 

Romans 8:8-11 

John 11:1-45 

April 5 

See above 

YOUR GIFTS 
     Week of  

March 22 

% of  
March 
Budget 

Offertory $1,453 10% 

Emergency Assistance $   310 20% 

Total $1,763 8% 

Pray with Scripture... 

ALL COMMUNAL PENANCE SERVICES  

HAVE BEEN CANCELLED. 

In order to comply with directives from  

Bishop Johnston and Mayor Lucas,  

Confessions are cancelled and  

the church is closed until at least April 24.  

Readings for Palm Sunday 

April 5 

 

PROCESSION OF PALMS 

Matthew 21:1-11 

 

FIRST READING: 

Isaiah 50:4-7 

 

PSALM: 

22:8-9, 17-18, 19-20, 23-24 

 

SECOND READING: 

Philippians 2:6-11 

 

GOSPEL:  

Matthew 26:14—27:66 

http://stlfkc.org/
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THE CATHOLIC STEWARD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Ez 37:12-14; Ps 130:1-8; Rom 8:8-11; JN 11:1-45 

  

At this point in our Lenten journey, it is tempting to grow weary 

of the spiritual disciplines we have taken on. Today’s readings 

inspire us to remain faithful, in grateful response to a God who 

loves us so much.  

 

In our first reading, the prophet Ezekiel speaks God’s own 

words to us. “I will put my spirit in you that you may live… I 

have promised and I will do it, says the Lord.” Our God wants 

to be so closely united to us that we are one with Him. And He 

has promised He will do it. But only if we make room for Him 

by making Him THE priority of our lives. Putting God first is a  

grateful response that is very pleasing to Him.  

 

How can we do this? Our second reading, from Romans, tell us. 

“Those who are in the flesh cannot please God. But you are not 

in the flesh…you are in the spirit if only the Spirit of God 

dwells in you.”  

 

The disciplines of Lent and a stewardship way of life are  

wonderful gifts that free us from too great an attachment to “the 

flesh.” The sacrifices we make as Christian stewards are not 

meant to restrict our freedom and joy. Quite the contrary. They 

are tools to help us find the real freedom and joy that only come 

when we make room in our lives for God.   

 

As we journey closer to the Passion of our Lord, let us intensify 

our Lenten resolutions and our stewardship way of life, inviting 

the Holy Spirit to take over more and more of our lives. By 

Easter, we will be freer to rejoice in Him and truly pleasing to 

God. 

 
Copyright © 2020 Catholic Stewardship Consultants, www.CatholicSteward.com  

Keep the Faith 

 

During times of crisis is when God’s people are often at 

their best. While we pray for the people affected by this  

virus, we also pray for all people suffering, hurting, and in 

need. God’s people may meet in a building, but the church is 

not limited to a geographic location. 

 

Be bold and courageous during this time. Look for ways to 

be a supportive member of the community while being  

responsive to public health concerns. The increased use of 

social media, online viewing, electronic giving, creative 

ways to stay connected to pray and reach out to each other 

will all leave the church in a stronger position after the virus 

passes. God’s people will experience God’s abundant care 

and faithfulness when we walk together in prayerful  

obedience and faith no matter the distance between us. 

 

Private weekend Mass will be offered for St. Therese and 

St. Peter’s and will be available on the St. Peter’s You-

Tube channel by 3:00 pm on Saturdays. Just go to You-

Tube and enter StPetersKC to see Mass and other mes-

sages. 

 

Prayers from our community will be shared with you via 

email.  Please be considerate in stating your prayer in-

tention and keep it as brief and to the point as is possible. 

Please submit them to stlfchurch@stlfkc.org as the need 

arises.   

 

If you are in need of specific assistance, you can call the 

office (816-444-5406) during regular business hours or 

send a message to one of the staff who might be able to 

help.  

 

Other opportunities for us to connect from afar are  

forthcoming.  If you have ideas to share please do so at  

stlfchurch@stlfkc.org.   

 

Be safe, wash your hands and pray for a time when we can 

again join together as community to lift our voices, prayers, 

and each other up inside our beautiful church.  Be blessed. 
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Preventing Infection 

 

How to know you have an infection 

and what to do about it is a question 

many have.  Our bodies have many 

protections against infection such as 

the skin and our immune system.   

These protections may change with 

the aging process or in the case of 

having a chronic condition.  

 

Fever is usually thought to be a hallmark of an infection.  Other 

symptoms include coughing, sneezing, nausea, vomiting,  

fatigue, malaise, and in the case of a wound infection more pain, 

redness and swelling. It is important to get treatment if you need 

it.  However it is important to avoid unnecessary medication 

that may have side effects and no benefit such as antibiotics.  

Often antibiotics have been given for nonbacterial bronchitis, 

sinusitis, and laryngitis. They are frequently given for viral  

illnesses which only contributes to antibiotic resistance and a 

weakened immune system. If any symptoms don’t improve or 

are intensifying, it is time to call your doctor.  Ask your doctor 

how long your infection is likely to last and go from there.  

 

One of the best preventions of infections according to the  

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention is good hand  

hygiene. It is the simplest approach to preventing the spread of 

infection.  Environmental hygiene is also important because 

certain types of microbial bacteria are capable of surviving on 

environmental surfaces for days and sometimes months.  Don’t 

forget to clean off the surfaces as well as washing your hands. 

A Note From the St. Therese Food Pantry 

 

Parishioners call in and ask if the food pantry is open.  Yes, 

our ministry continues.  I have asked all volunteers to stay 

home, mostly because many of our volunteers are retired 

(SCWV—Senior Citizens Who Volunteer) and a few have 

underlying health issues that normally do not slow them 

down but I did not want to take any chances.  All of my gro-

cery sackers are SCWV men, so I asked them not to come in.  

One of the grocery sackers just had eye surgery so please 

keep him in prayer.  Two of my most stubborn sackers have 

come in anyway,  Nick Courtway and Elliott Clark who vol-

unteer on Tuesdays and Wednesdays.  They also pick up the 

“day old” bread from grocery stores.  They are a great help.   

We are getting calls from all over the city.  Last week I 

served 2 families from Raytown and 1 from Grandview.  I 

gave them the names of closer pantries so they won’t have to 

travel so far the next time they need assistance.  I am getting 

many first time callers.  These are people who probably just 

lost their jobs and are scrambling to find help.   

I had a few people call and ask me what is needed in the 

pantry.  I don’t want you emptying shelves but if you are 

purchasing cereal, buy an extra box.  Leave it on the front 

porch of the office building behind the bushes, I’ll get it. Or, 

dare I say it, a package of toilet tissue.  We are not hoarding. 

I do have some on hand but I think more families will be 

calling.  Harvester’s still delivers to pantries and I received 

some supplies last Friday.   

Some ask how I am.  I am anxious, but I pray every day for 

my “mustard seed” faith to grow.  God’s got this and all will 

again be well.  I pray for you St. Therese, please pray for me.  

(I don’t have the patience of an angel.)   

                                                     Love and Prayers, B. J. 
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Parish Staff 

 

Fr. Matt Rotert, Pastor  mrotert@stlfkc.org 

Fr. Bill Fox, Associate Pastor  bfox@stlfkc.org 

Sr. Helen Alder, Parish Nurse   816.942.2746 

B.J. Atkinson, Director, Emergency Assistance  

         bjatkinson@stlfkc.org 

Warren Blevins, Business Manager busmgr@stlfkc.org 

Tami Chestnut, Director, Gospel Choir  816.812.1826 

         tchestnut@stlfkc.org 

Sharon Sanders,  Director, Senior Center   816.444.3514                               

        ssanders@stlfkc.org 

Estelle Tunley, Director, Liturgy & Music etunley@stlfkc.org 

Sharon Sanders, Safe Environment Coordinator 

    ssanders@stlfkc.org 

Diocesan Ombudsman:    816.812.2500 

Kathleen Chastain, Victims’ Advocate    816.392.0011  

    chastain@diocesekcsj.org 

Pastoral Council 

Diana Burdett (Chair) 816.523.0137 tv9gal@gmail.com 

Terry Chapman 816.507.9958 touchdown0310@yahoo.com 

Elliott Clark 816.896.2907 elliottclark50@att.net         

Alania Davis 816.716.1044 EVRL8@hotmail.com 

Roberta Gumbel 917.826.5688 gumbelr@msn.com 

Brian Reeves 816.728.-0883 BeKayR@aol.com 

Peggy Baker 913.269.3319 PTPeggy@gmail.com 

Jesse Frazier 816.444.0736 jesse.frazier@kcmo.org 

Roberta Miller 816.686.4406       millerroberta50@gmail.com 

 

Finance Committee  

Bridgette Atkinson 816.778.2953 abridgette89@gmail.com 

Sharon Hardy (Chair) 816.898.9251        jhardy004@centurytel.net 

Bill Poppie  913.209.3411 bpoppie1947@gmail.com 

Carmen Denvir  816.872.2517 cdenvir514@gmail.com  

 

Anointing of the Sick: Sacrament takes place at seasonal communal  

celebrations and may be requested as needed and offered after Mass. 

Eucharist for the Sick: Contact the Parish Office. 

Baptism, Catechumenate Inquiry, Marriage Preparation and  

Sacrament of Reconciliation—contact Fr. Matt or Fr. Bill. 

 

We are a member parish of Holy Rosary Credit Union - 816.221.2734  

The Diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph is committed to combating sexual 

abuse in the Church.   If you are a victim of sexual abuse, or if you observe or 

suspect sexual abuse:   

1. Call the Missouri Child Abuse Hotline at 1.800.392.3738 (if the victim is 

currently under the age of 18), and  

2. Contact your local law enforcement agency or call 911, and  

3. After reporting to these civil and law enforcement authorities, report  

suspected sexual abuse of a minor or vulnerable adult to the Diocesan 

Ombudsman Joe Crayon at 816.812-2500 or crayon@ombudsmankcsj.org,  

if the abuse involves a priest, deacon, employee, or volunteer of the  

Diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph. The Diocese has a sincere commitment 

to providing care and healing resources to victims of sexual abuse and their 

families. Please contact Victim Advocate Kathleen Chastain at 

816.392.0011 or chastain@diocesekcsj.org  

Prayer to Mary, Health of the Sick 

O Mary, 

you always shine on our path 

as a sign of salvation and of hope. 

We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick, 

who at the cross took part in Jesus’ pain,  

keeping your faith firm. 

You, Patroness and Protector  

of the People of the United States of America, 

know what we need, 

and we are sure you will provide 

so that, as in Cana of Galilee, 

we may return to joy and to feasting 

after this time of trial. 

Help us, Mother of Divine Love, 

to conform to the will of the Father 

and to do as we are told by Jesus, 

who has taken upon himself our sufferings 

and carried our sorrows 

to lead us, through the cross, 

to the joy of the resurrection.  

Amen. 

Under your protection, we seek refuge, Holy Mother of God.  

Do not disdain the entreaties of we who are in trial, but deliver 

us from every danger, O glorious and blessed Virgin.   

Amen 

 

The Senior Center will be closed  

during the Corona virus pandemic. 

Helpful Links 

 
CDC Website Home Page:  

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html  

 

CDC Resources for Households:  

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/home/index.html  

 

MO Dept of Health & Human Services: 

https://health.mo.gov/living/healthcondiseases/communicable/novel-

coronavirus/  

 

Catholic Diocese of Dallas:  

How to Hand wash, Catholic Style: https://www.cathdal.org/handwash  

 

Talking to Your Kids about COVID-19 w/Dr. Harvey Payne  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gm7gb7SIYvo&feature=youtu.be  

mailto:chastain@diocesekcsj.org
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/home/index.html
https://health.mo.gov/living/healthcondiseases/communicable/novel-coronavirus/
https://health.mo.gov/living/healthcondiseases/communicable/novel-coronavirus/
https://www.cathdal.org/handwash
https://youtu.be/gm7gb7SIYvo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gm7gb7SIYvo&feature=youtu.be
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