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M A S S   S C H E D U L E 

Sunday Masses 

Sunday……………...…….………...8:00 & 9:15 a.m. 

 

Weekday Masses in the Chapel 

Wednesday and Friday…...…………….....12:00 p.m. 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Contact Fr. Matt Rotert or Fr. Bill Fox 

 

Office Hours 

Monday-Friday……………..…….9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 

Closed Noon-1:00 p.m. 

Tel: 816.444.5406………….……...Fax: 816.444.9345 

Senior Center………….…………...…...816.444.3514 

Website:…………………….………...www.stlfkc.org 

 

Diocesan Ombudsman:………….……...816.812.2500 

Kathleen Chastain, Victims’ Advocate:...816.392.0011 

 

 

M I S S I O N  S T A T E M E N T  

We, God’s people, are a remnant whose faith has been tested 

and tempered by the transitions in our neighborhoods and our 

church. We do not have one common ethnic, religious,  

social, or economic background. We do have a common  

experience, of being the diverse but complementary members 

of the one Body of Christ. Because of this common  

experience, We choose to be St. Therese Parish Community. 

 

We choose to use our gifts to build up the Body of Christ  

Incarnate here. This mission must take place both within the 

faith community and in reaching out to others. We confess 

the need to become more aware of one another and of the 

Lord calling us to be united in God’s spirit. We will strive to 

develop this awareness not only for our own sake, but so that 

we may become credible and inviting to those seeking Christ 

and His Gospel. 

 

We answer this calling first by faithfully sharing the Word 

and breaking Bread together. We then realize our vocation to 

affirm one another’s gift, to reach out to the poor, to work for 

justice, to help form young minds and hearts, to acknowledge 

the place of the elders in our community, and to create a  

climate of fellowship for all people.   

St. Therese Little flower parish 

“I will send down a shower of roses 

from the heavens, I will spend my 

heaven by doing good on earth.”  

 

― St. Thérèse of Lisieux  

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/248952.Th_r_se_de_Lisieux
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Sunday, March 22, 2020 — Fourth Sunday of Lent 

No Mass  

Priests say private Mass  

Mass Intentions will be honored 

Wednesday, March 25, 2020 

No Mass 

 

Friday,  March 27, 2020 

No Mass  

 

Sunday, March 29, 2020 — Fifth Sunday of Lent 

No Mass  

Priests say private Mass  

Mass Intentions will be honored 

St. Therese Little Flower community prays for the following:  

 

Bridgette Atkinson, Wanda Battle, Ben Bongers, Liesa Brown, Mary L. 

Brown, Louis Byrd,  Juanita Cherry, Randy Chestnut,  Lisa Coan, 

Quinn Cogan,  Evelyn Coleman, Craig Cowens,  Pamela Denson,  Carol 

Dodd, Jessie Mae Frazier, Joann Freeman, Dan Ivory, Elijah Jones, 

Joyce Jones, LaToya Jones, Marty Kata, Wenda King, Keith Kloster, 

Zach Kloster, Malcolm Knight, Raymond LaNear, Doreen Lacy, 

Charles Lidge, Aidan Liesveld, Helen Logan, Stephen Loston, Bob 

McCombs, Helen McVay, Venus Moore, Margaret Mulligan, Luqrecia 

Preston, Marilyn Richardson, Flanord Rideau, Judy Rieck, Fr. Bob 

Rost, Oden Sainte, Joseppi Sandoval, Lee John Scott,  Sharon Sears, 

Arthur Shelton, Allen Shelton, Jeremiah Smith, Tracy Smith, Elaine 

Stevenson, Michael Stevenson, Blanche L. Thomas, Sr. Joan Tolle, 

Joshua Webb, Jr., Bobby  J. Willis, Jesse Wilkes, Mildred Wilkes, 

Antwine Williams, the elderly and  infirmed, the chronically ill and 

their caregivers;  for those who attend to the dying and grieving; for 

medical  professionals and first responders. For those who seek a better 

life for their families.  

 

For the homeless and those lost in this world; for those who harbor 

hatred and  especially for those who have no one to pray for them. 
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BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Please submit requests for bulletin announcements by 

Noon on Wednesday to bulletin@stlfkc.org.  

If you haven’t already done so, please consider giving via 

bank draft from your savings or checking account or by debit 

or credit card. Go to stlfkc.org and click on “Give” to sign up 

or to submit your offering when you aren't able to be at Mass. 

March 22 

1 Samuel 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a 

Psalm 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 

Ephesians 5:8-14 

John 9:1-41 

March 29 

Ezekiel 37:12-14 

Psalm 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8 

Romans 8:8-11 

John 11:1-45 

YOUR GIFTS 
 Week of  

March 15 

% of  
March 
Budget 

Offertory $4,511 30% 

Emergency Assistance $   105  7% 

Total $4,616 22% 

Second Collection Today 

Funds from this collection provide food to the hungry, support 

displaced refugees, and bring Christ’s love and mercy to all  

people here and abroad.  

You may contribute online. 

Learn more about the collection at  

www.usccb.org/catholic-relief. 

Pray with Scripture... 

ALL COMMUNAL PENANCE SERVICES  

HAVE BEEN CANCELLED. 

 

Examines may be found here:  

http://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/sacraments-and-sacramentals/

penance/examinations-of-conscience.cfm  

 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation  

will continue to be available this week at St. Peter’s 

Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 5, 6 & 7 p.m. 

 

A priest will be in the confessional at the top of each hour  

until all confessions are heard. 

 

Please use the confessionals on the north end of the church  

(not the reconciliation room) 

http://stlfkc.org/
http://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/sacraments-and-sacramentals/penance/examinations-of-conscience.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/sacraments-and-sacramentals/penance/examinations-of-conscience.cfm
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The Sisters of Selma documentary  

scheduled for March 22, 

has been postponed to a later date. 

THE CATHOLIC STEWARD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1 Sm 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a; Ps 23:1-6; Eph 5:8-14; Jn 9:1-41 

  

Today’s readings are filled with contrasting images — God’s  

vision versus human vision, spiritual blindness versus spiritual 

sightedness. Embracing a stewardship way of life can free us 

from spiritual blindness and help us to reflect the light of 

Christ’s love in our daily lives.  

 

Our Second Reading, from Ephesians begins, “…You were 

once in darkness but now you are light in the Lord. Live as  

children of light.” Because of our Baptism, we have the “light” 

of the Blessed Trinity dwelling within us. In the difficulties and 

messiness of daily life, it’s easy to forget this glorious truth 

about ourselves. It can also be difficult to determine whether we 

truly are living in a way that reflects Christ’s light.   

 

The stewardship way of life, with its emphasis on the rightly  

ordered use of the gifts of time, talents and treasure, gives us a 

guide to help ensure we really are living as “children of the 

light.”  

 

In our Gospel passage from John, Christ restores sight to a man 

born blind. The man says that Christ “opened my eyes.” These 

Lenten days are an excellent time for us to ask Jesus to open our 

eyes, too. Let us ask Him to show us where we may be suffering 

from spiritual blindness, perhaps even in subtle ways in our use 

— or misuse — of time, talents and treasure.  

 

As we continue on our Lenten journey, let’s intensify our efforts 

in any of these areas where we have become a little blinded so 

that by Easter, we are truly living as children of the light. 

 
Copyright © 2020 Catholic Stewardship Consultants, www.CatholicSteward.com  

Laetare 

What is Laetare Sunday? 
The day’s theme comes from the entrance antiphon reflecting on 

Isaiah 66:10-11:  

 

“Rejoice, Jerusalem, and all who love her.  

Be joyful, all who were in mourning;  

exalt and be satisfied at her consoling breast.” 

 

Laetare is the first word — meaning “rejoice” — in the Latin text. 

On Laetare Sunday (as similarly with the Third Sunday of  

Advent’s Gaudete Sunday) the Church expresses hope and joy in 

the midst of our Lenten fasts and penances. Call it pink — or, 

more fittingly, rose — this change in color indicates a glimpse of 

the joy that awaits us at Easter, just before we enter into the  

somber days of Passiontide. 

 

Source: https://simplycatholic.com/laetare-sunday/  

https://simplycatholic.com/laetare-sunday/
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Stations of the Cross available here: 

https://www.ewtn.com/lent/stations.aspx  

and here:  

http://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/prayers-and-devotions/

stations-of-the-cross/scriptural-stations-of-the-cross.cfm  

 

 

Whole grains have many benefits 

 

There are studies that show that whole 

grains which includes the entire kernel of 

the grain help lower risks of heart disease, 

cancer, diabetes, obesity, and chronic  

inflammation.  Examples of grains are corn, 

rice, wheat, buckwheat, quinoa, oats, and 

barley etc.  Whole grains also help with 

digestion by adding fiber; however, they may not be for  

everyone in case you have celiac disease, gluten sensitivity, or 

irritable bowel syndrome.  

 

Whole grains can be incorporated into your diet in many ways. 

The simplest thing to do is to find whole-grain alternatives to 

refined grains in your diet. For instance, if white pasta is a staple 

in your pantry, replace it with a 100% whole-wheat or other 

whole-grain pasta. Do the same for breads and cereals. Be sure 

to read the ingredient list to make sure the product is made from 

whole grains. Look for the word "whole" in front of types of 

grains. If it simply says "wheat" instead of "whole wheat,” it is 

not whole.  

 

Here are some ideas for adding whole grains to your diet: 1) 

Make a cooked porridge out of oatmeal or other grains. 2) 

Sprinkle toasted buckwheat on cereal or yogurt. 3) Snack on  

air-popped popcorn. 4) Make polenta out of whole-grain  

cornmeal. 4) Swap out white rice with brown rice or for a  

different whole grain try quinoa. 5) Add barley to vegetable 

soups. 6) Try using whole-grain flours, such as whole-wheat 

pastry flour in baking. 7) Use stone-ground corn tortillas rather 

than white tortillas in tacos. As you can see there are many ways 

to work whole grains into your diet. Replacing refined grains 

with whole grains in your diet is a good place to start. 

Other Ways to Observe Sunday 

 

 Make an act of spiritual communion (see page 3) 

 Pray a Rosary, Chaplet of Divine Mercy, and other prayers 

such as a prayer to Mary, health of the sick (see page 5) 

 Read and meditate on the Sunday readings and other  

Scripture passages (visit USCCB.org and click on the  

calendar date for that Sunday  

 MAGNIFICAT is honored to provide complimentary access to 

our online version to help people pray at home:  

https://us.magnificat.net/free  

 Livestream Perpetual Adoration is available from several 

parish sites across the country at this link:  

https://virtualadoration.home.blog/  

Keep the Faith 
During times of crisis is when God’s people are often at 

their best. While we pray for the people affected by this vi-

rus, we also pray for all people suffering, hurting, and in 

need. God’s people may meet in a building, but the church is 

not limited to a geographic location. 

 

Be bold and courageous during this time. Look for ways to 

be a supportive member of the community while being re-

sponsive to public health concerns. The increased use of 

social media, online viewing, electronic giving, creative 

ways to stay connected to pray and reach out to each other 

will all leave the church in a stronger position after the virus 

passes. God’s people will experience God’s abundant care 

and faithfulness when we walk together in prayerful obedi-

ence and faith no matter the distance between us. 

 

Private weekend mass will be offered for St. Therese and 

St. Peter’s and will be available on the St. Peter’s You-

Tube channel by 3:00 pm on Saturdays.  

 

Prayers from our community will be shared with you via 

email.  Please be considerate in stating your prayer in-

tention and keep it as brief and to the point as is possible. 

Please submit them to stlfchurch@stlfkc.org as the need 

arises. 

 

If you are in need of specific assistance, you can call the 

office during regular business hours or send a message to 

one of the staff who might be able to help. 

 

Other opportunities for us to connect from afar are forth-

coming.  If you have ideas to share please do so at 

stlfchurch@stlfkc.org.   

 

Be safe, wash your hands and pray for a time when we can 

again join together as community to lift our voices, prayers, 

and each other up inside our beautiful church.  Be blessed. 

https://www.ewtn.com/lent/stations.aspx
http://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/prayers-and-devotions/stations-of-the-cross/scriptural-stations-of-the-cross.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/prayers-and-devotions/stations-of-the-cross/scriptural-stations-of-the-cross.cfm
https://us.magnificat.net/free
https://virtualadoration.home.blog/
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Parish Staff 

 

Fr. Matt Rotert, Pastor  mrotert@stlfkc.org 

Fr. Bill Fox, Associate Pastor  bfox@stlfkc.org 

Sr. Helen Alder, Parish Nurse   816.942.2746 

B.J. Atkinson, Director, Emergency Assistance  

         bjatkinson@stlfkc.org 

Warren Blevins, Business Manager busmgr@stlfkc.org 

Tami Chestnut, Director, Gospel Choir  816.812.1826 

         tchestnut@stlfkc.org 

Sharon Sanders,  Director, Senior Center   816.444.3514                               

        ssanders@stlfkc.org 

Estelle Tunley, Director, Liturgy & Music etunley@stlfkc.org 

Sharon Sanders, Safe Environment Coordinator 

    ssanders@stlfkc.org 

Diocesan Ombudsman:    816.812.2500 

Kathleen Chastain, Victims’ Advocate    816.392.0011  

    chastain@diocesekcsj.org 

Pastoral Council 

Diana Burdett (Chair) 816.523.0137 tv9gal@gmail.com 

Terry Chapman 816.507.9958 touchdown0310@yahoo.com 

Elliott Clark 816.896.2907 elliottclark50@att.net         

Alania Davis 816.716.1044 EVRL8@hotmail.com 

Roberta Gumbel 917.826.5688 gumbelr@msn.com 

Brian Reeves 816.728.-0883 BeKayR@aol.com 

Peggy Baker 913.269.3319 PTPeggy@gmail.com 

Jesse Frazier 816.444.0736 jesse.frazier@kcmo.org 

Roberta Miller 816.686.4406       millerroberta50@gmail.com 

 

Finance Committee  

Bridgette Atkinson 816.778.2953 abridgette89@gmail.com 

Sharon Hardy (Chair) 816.898.9251        jhardy004@centurytel.net 

Bill Poppie  913.209.3411 bpoppie1947@gmail.com 

Carmen Denvir  816.872.2517 cdenvir514@gmail.com  

 

Anointing of the Sick: Sacrament takes place at seasonal communal  

celebrations and may be requested as needed and offered after Mass. 

Eucharist for the Sick: Contact the Parish Office. 

Baptism, Catechumenate Inquiry, Marriage Preparation and  

Sacrament of Reconciliation—contact Fr. Matt or Fr. Bill. 

 

We are a member parish of Holy Rosary Credit Union - 816.221.2734  

The Diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph is committed to combating sexual 

abuse in the Church.   If you are a victim of sexual abuse, or if you observe or 

suspect sexual abuse:   

1. Call the Missouri Child Abuse Hotline at 1.800.392.3738 (if the victim is 

currently under the age of 18), and  

2. Contact your local law enforcement agency or call 911, and  

3. After reporting to these civil and law enforcement authorities, report  

suspected sexual abuse of a minor or vulnerable adult to the Diocesan 

Ombudsman Joe Crayon at 816.812-2500 or crayon@ombudsmankcsj.org,  

if the abuse involves a priest, deacon, employee, or volunteer of the  

Diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph. The Diocese has a sincere commitment 

to providing care and healing resources to victims of sexual abuse and their 

families. Please contact Victim Advocate Kathleen Chastain at 

816.392.0011 or chastain@diocesekcsj.org  

Prayer to Mary, Health of the Sick 

O Mary, 

you always shine on our path 

as a sign of salvation and of hope. 

We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick, 

who at the cross took part in Jesus’ pain,  

keeping your faith firm. 

You, Patroness and Protector  

of the People of the United States of America, 

know what we need, 

and we are sure you will provide 

so that, as in Cana of Galilee, 

we may return to joy and to feasting 

after this time of trial. 

Help us, Mother of Divine Love, 

to conform to the will of the Father 

and to do as we are told by Jesus, 

who has taken upon himself our sufferings 

and carried our sorrows 

to lead us, through the cross, 

to the joy of the resurrection.  

Amen. 

Under your protection, we seek refuge, Holy Mother of God.  

Do not disdain the entreaties of we who are in trial, but deliver 

us from every danger, O glorious and blessed Virgin.   

Amen 

 

The Senior Center will be closed  

during the Coronavirus pandemic. 

Helpful Links 

 
CDC Website Home Page:  

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html  

 

CDC Resources for Households:  

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/home/index.html  

 

MO Dept of Health & Human Services: 

https://health.mo.gov/living/healthcondiseases/communicable/novel-

coronavirus/  

 

Catholic Diocese of Dallas:  

How to Handwash, Catholic Style: https://www.cathdal.org/handwash  

 

Talking to Your Kids about COVID-19 w/Dr. Harvey Payne  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gm7gb7SIYvo&feature=youtu.be  

mailto:chastain@diocesekcsj.org
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/home/index.html
https://health.mo.gov/living/healthcondiseases/communicable/novel-coronavirus/
https://health.mo.gov/living/healthcondiseases/communicable/novel-coronavirus/
https://www.cathdal.org/handwash
https://youtu.be/gm7gb7SIYvo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gm7gb7SIYvo&feature=youtu.be
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