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M A S S   S C H E D U L E 

Sunday Masses 

Sunday……………...…….………...8:00 & 9:15 a.m. 

 

Weekday Masses in the Chapel 

Wednesday and Friday…...…………….....12:00 p.m. 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Contact Fr. Matt Rotert or Fr. Bill Fox 

 

Office Hours 

Monday-Friday……………..…….9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 

Closed Noon-1:00 p.m. 

Tel: 816.444.5406………….……...Fax: 816.444.9345 

Senior Center………….…………...…...816.444.3514 

Website:…………………….………...www.stlfkc.org 

 

Diocesan Ombudsman:………….……...816.812.2500 

Kathleen Chastain, Victims’ Advocate:...816.392.0011 

 

 

M I S S I O N  S T A T E M E N T  

We, God’s people, are a remnant whose faith has been tested 

and tempered by the transitions in our neighborhoods and our 

church. We do not have one common ethnic, religious,  

social, or economic background. We do have a common  

experience, of being the diverse but complementary members 

of the one Body of Christ. Because of this common  

experience, We choose to be St. Therese Parish Community. 

 

We choose to use our gifts to build up the Body of Christ  

Incarnate here. This mission must take place both within the 

faith community and in reaching out to others. We confess 

the need to become more aware of one another and of the 

Lord calling us to be united in God’s spirit. We will strive to 

develop this awareness not only for our own sake, but so that 

we may become credible and inviting to those seeking Christ 

and His Gospel. 

 

We answer this calling first by faithfully sharing the Word 

and breaking Bread together. We then realize our vocation to 

affirm one another’s gift, to reach out to the poor, to work for 

justice, to help form young minds and hearts, to acknowledge 

the place of the elders in our community, and to create a  

climate of fellowship for all people.   

St. Therese Little flower parish 

“I will send down a shower of roses 

from the heavens, I will spend my 

heaven by doing good on earth.”  

 

― St. Thérèse of Lisieux  

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/248952.Th_r_se_de_Lisieux
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Sunday, April 19, 2020 — Feast of Divine Mercy 

Mass  — Live streamed 9:15 am  

Wednesday, April 22, 2020 

Private Mass 

 

Friday, April 24, 2020 

Private Mass 

 

Sunday, April 26, 2020 — Third Sunday of Easter 

St. Therese Little Flower community prays for the following:  

 

Bridgette Atkinson, Marian Barackman, Wanda Battle, Ben Bongers, 

Mal Brewer, Liesa Brown, Mary L. Brown, Louis Byrd,  Juanita  

Cherry, Randy Chestnut,  Lisa Coan, Quinn Cogan,  Evelyn Coleman, 

Craig Cowens,  Barbara Jo Davis, Pamela Denson,  Carol Dodd, Jessie 

Mae Frazier, Joann Freeman, Dan Ivory, Elijah Jones, Joyce Jones, 

LaToya Jones, Marty Kata, Wenda King, Keith Kloster, Zach Kloster, 

Raymond LaNear, Doreen Lacy, Charles Lidge,  Aidan Liesveld, 

Stephen Loston, Bob McCombs, Helen McVay, Doris Moore, Venus 

Moore, Margaret Mulligan, Luqrecia Preston, Marilyn Richardson, 

Flanord Rideau, Judy Rieck, Ed Rogers, Fr. Bob Rost, Oden Sainte, 

Joseppi Sandoval, Lee John Scott,  Sharon Sears, Arthur Shelton, Allen 

Shelton, Jeremiah Smith, Tracy Smith, Elaine Stevenson, Michael Ste-

venson, Blanche L. Thomas, Sr. Joan Tolle, Joshua Webb, Jr., Bobby  J. 

Willis, Jesse Wilkes, Mildred Wilkes, Antwine Williams, the elderly 

and  infirmed, the chronically ill and their caregivers;  for those who 

attend to the dying and grieving; for medical  professionals and first 

responders. For those who seek a better life for their families.  

 

Special intentions for those suffering from Covid-19 and their 

families, for those in hospitals and nursing homes who cannot 

have visitors and families isolated from their loved ones, for 

those who have died and the many health care workers and 

staffs who serve those who are ill, even at their own risk. For all 

of God’s people in this most difficult time. 

 

For the homeless and those lost in this world; for those who harbor 

hatred and  especially for those who have no one to pray for them. 
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BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Please submit requests for bulletin announcements by 

Noon on Wednesday to bulletin@stlfkc.org.  

We look forward to the day when we can again worship   

together at St. Therese. In the meantime, we continue to   

support those in need through Emergency Assistance and 

keeping our facilities in good operating order.  If you haven’t 

already done so, please consider giving via bank draft from 

your savings or checking account or by debit or credit card. 

Go o stlfkc.org and click on “Give” to sign up or to submit 

your offering when you aren't able to be at Mass. You can 

select Regular Tithe, Emergency Assistance, or Senior   

Center.  You also have the option of choosing to have your 

donation submitted on a recurring basis.  Please be as  

generous as you can, pray for us all  and stay safe! 

You can also contact Warren Blevins,  

Business Manager at the church office  

for help setting up your online giving.   

YOUR GIFTS 
     Week of  

April 12 
% of April 
Budget 

Offertory $4,547 29% 

Emergency Assistance $1,670 59% 

Total $6,217 29% 

http://stlfkc.org/
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News from Parishioners 

Alicia Rowland: Since I was forced to start working from 

home 3 weeks ago, I chose to move in with my parents until 

this is over. With me living by myself and not being able to 

go anywhere, I didn't think I could mentally handle being by  

myself for 24/7.  I've been quite spoiled since being back 

home again. I'm off work at 5 and have a lovely dinner wait-

ing for me. :) I've also started walking again every evening 

which has been really good for me physically and mentally. I 

unfortunately have had to lay off two of my employees as 

business is down at my company. I'm thankful to still have a 

job though and hope there won't be any more layoffs. I miss 

my friends and family I can't see (including my church fam-

ily), but am thankful for the internet and phones.  

Sr. Helen Flemington: I am doing well and staying safe. My 

family stays in touch a "lot" because they know that I am the 

matriarch and have the memories of my younger  

siblings.  They are so good to me.  The CSJ's have emails 

with us in KC to keep in touch and make sure that we are 

doing well. Of course, everything I was doing is  

suspended.  But I enjoy the time in my life for longer prayer, 

reading, and connecting with the people in my life.  We know 

that our lives are not what they have been.  But I know we 

are all strong in our faith.  I pray for you and your families 

and all who are suffering.  Blessings, love and peace,          

Sr. Helen Flemington. 

Sandy Jones: We are all fine over here. My granddaughter 

is considered essential personnel so I keep my great  

granddaughter a lot. Staying in as much as possible. I was 

just telling someone in all my 75 years I have never heard of 

a Catholic church closing. You never know how much you 

can miss someone until you can't see them. Lots of cooking 

and eating over here and I’m making masks.  Love you all!  

THE CATHOLIC STEWARD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Acts 2:42-47; Ps 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24; 1 Pt 1:3-9; Jn 20:19-31   

 

The Christian steward approaches life with an “Easter vision” 

rooted in gratitude for the salvation our Lord has won for us 

through His death and Resurrection. Today’s readings on this  

Divine Mercy Sunday teach us how this approach plays out in 

daily life and remind us that we can have complete trust in the 

mercy of God to lead us, step-by-step, to heaven.  

 

Certainly, it is challenging to live for heaven when the things of 

the earth — job stress, family crisis, health troubles, political 

strife — loom large on the horizon. We can find ourselves be-

coming cynical like the Apostle, Thomas, in our Gospel passage 

today — until he had an encounter with the merciful Savior. We 

all recall the famous line from Thomas, who was not present 

with the other Apostles during Jesus’ first appearance after the 

Resurrection. Beaten down by the events of the last several 

days, Thomas refuses to believe that the others had indeed “seen 

the Lord” as they claimed.   

 

Thomas stubbornly declares he would not believe their story 

about the Lord unless he placed his finger into the nail marks 

and his hand into His side. Yet, these doubts did not repel our 

Lord. Our merciful Lord saw that beneath the hubris in Thomas’ 

statement were pain and disappointment. Our Lord is mercy 

itself. And so He did not condemn Thomas, but calmed his 

doubts and fears, and allowed Thomas to actually touch those 

Sacred Wounds. What amazing grace.  

 

When we are tempted to give in to doubts to the faith for what-

ever the reason, all we need to do is seek the Lord — in prayer, 

in the sacraments, through the encouragement of our Christian  

communities — and just as He did for Thomas, our Lord will  

mercifully restore our Easter vision and fill us with His joy and 

peace.  
Copyright © 2020 Catholic Stewardship Consultants, www.CatholicSteward.com  

Judy and Don Rieck: Don and I are fine as well as the kids 

and grandkids and they are all adhering to rules.  In fact they 

are better than we are in that they are taking their clothes off 

in the garage if they had to go out and putting on clean 

ones.  I do worry about Don because he still works part time 

for LabCorp - delivering and picking up specimens -  mostly 

for clinics, hospitals and doctor's offices.  I like having some 

free time, but I just wish he were doing something else.  

Every Sunday has been different, but I do appreciate the 

video mass we have had on Sundays. 
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Larry and Gloria Burrell: We’re doing as well as can be 

expected. When the weather permits, Larry is working in the 

yard. His other pastime is playing dominoes online. Other 

than the usual cooking and cleaning, I’m reading, watching 

TV, organizing drawers, going through clothes to donate and 

made a scrapbook for my great- grandson. I Face Timed two 

friends I haven’t seen for 20+ years—that was exciting. 

We’ve worked jigsaw puzzles and this week I plan to start 

sending handwritten notes to friends and family. I try to get 

an afternoon nap, also. We really miss our 8 o’clock church 

family , but this too shall pass!  

Martha Graham: On April 1, I traveled to St. Louis to  

assist Lauren with her son while she works from home.   

Fortunately I'm also tutoring Larry's son on Facebook twice a 

day.  Then I talk on the phone to Lonnie so all of that  

alleviates my fears and keeps them from worrying about 

me.  Lauren initially stated that I didn't need to be in Kansas 

City alone—she doesn't/didn't understand that I have a 

strong/close church family.  I pray for us all and look  

forward to the end of our quarantine.  God is love and I'm 

happy and thankful that we can communicate.   A prayer of 

Thanksgiving for the lives of those lost—Lord hear our  

prayers!  Love you, Martha  

Elizabeth Alex & Alex Drescanu: We are doing pretty well. 

Alex is an emergency room nurse in Lee Summit  

Hospital. He has taken care of a number of Covid patients. 

That seems to be the area where he is assigned the most. 

He’s taking all the precautions he’s supposed to.  My mother, 

Janet Alex,  has been in the hospital for about a month with 

some pretty serious health concerns. They let her go home 

right as the Covid situation was emerging. I just got home 

after spending a couple of weeks taking care of her. We truly 

miss St Therese.  

Vladimir & Clara Sainte: Vladimir, Clara, Alivia & Oden 

are adjusting to life at home. Clara's mom, frequent visitor to 

St. Therese, is providing daycare so that Vladimir and Clara 

can continue serving the community in their social work 

roles. Livy and O are enjoying all the Grandma time.  

Wishing everyone health and peace.  

Julie Broyle & ReAnna: Julie and ReAnna are well. Being home 

is a gift since we generally run too much. It would be a pleasure to 

have this more time at home if I didn't know there was so much 

suffering going on. ReAnna loves being home all the time and 

having me here.  I miss going to STLF and the Body of Christ in 

the congregation, and receiving it in the Eucharist and the Word 

together. I meditate on the Word at home.  I feel so blessed that 

my work switched over to counseling by phone and screen and I 

can be home with ReAnna, since her day program is closed. I don't 

miss driving the highway but all the directives and technology for 

the switch over is a challenge. They want us to do so much on the 

computer. Home internet is slow and unstable and I am pretty 

technologically challenged. I try to keep ReAnna busy with 

|projects, we are recycling greeting cards, she is doing puzzles, 

helping around the house. We go for walks almost daily. The 

beautiful spring is also in contrast to the suffering going on.  

ReAnna thinks her birthday is the most important day of the year 

and we can't have a gathering so trying to figure out how to make 

it special next Monday the 20th. Next to STLF we miss the Royals 

the most! Love to all of you.  

Treva Lee - Hi my beautiful St Therese Family. I really miss you 

all but know  that in Gods time he will bring us back together for a 

very happy reunion. All is well at the Lee household as well as 

Jessie M. Frazier’s house.  My two grandsons ages 15 and 17 from 

St Louis came for spring break ( for 2 weeks) after all of the virus 

things started happening  they talked me into letting them stay 

longer and they are still with me.  Between making sure they are 

keeping up with their school work and running to the grocery store 

(WOW) they are keeping me young.  Instead of our usual Easter 

Family Dinner, I cooked and dropped off Jessie Mae’s Easter Din-

ner. We talk 2 -3 times  a day limiting face-to-face visits to keep 

her safe. Please pray for my granddaughter, Amber, who is a 

nurse. May God Bless and keep his loving arms around you my St. 

Therese Family. Please do your part to stay safe.  Sending Hugs to 

ALL. 

 

Please share some of your “at home” experiences with 

the St. Therese Community by sending a message to  

bulletin@stlfkc.org by noon on Wednesday.  We already 

have a few messages for next week. We would love to 

hear from you! 

Elliott & Aquilla Clark:  UPDATE — The Lord blessed us and 

made it possible for Taleatha and our grandbaby, Isabella to make 

it home for Easter.  Taleatha wishes she could have come to Mass 

at St. Therese on Easter to thank her church family for all of their 

love and prayers.  
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Helpful Links 

CDC Website Home Page:  

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html  

 

CDC Resources for Households:  

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/home/index.html  

 

MO Dept of Health & Human Services: 

https://health.mo.gov/living/healthcondiseases/communicable/novel-

coronavirus/  

 

Talking to Your Kids about COVID-19 w/Dr. Harvey Payne  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gm7gb7SIYvo&feature=youtu.be  

Charles Coulter & Isabelle Abarr:  The Coulter/Abarr house-

hold has been pretty quiet over the last three weeks. In other 

words, the honeymoon continues!! Charles has been pretty 

much in isolation the entire time, with the exception of a few 

doctor/grocery/prescription runs in the first few days of the out-

break. Charles has been making a dent in his reading list (so 

many books, so many more to go!), and watching old movies. It 

helped that during Lent that he gave up book buying – even free 

ones for my Kindle on Amazon – so he could focus on what he 

had and not what he thought he wanted. The sporting world 

unfortunately is shut down so Charles has given up ESPN cold 

turkey (although he did catch the last few minutes of the Chiefs’ 

Super Bowl victory a few nights ago. He can watch that repeat-

edly!). And since he is a football geek/nerd/junkie/addict, he is 

one of millions of folks anticipating the NFL draft! Isabelle, 

who is not a football fan by the way, is still working her two 

part-time bookkeeping jobs. Since she can pretty much set her 

own hours and can work from home and can go into the offices 

when other people aren’t around, she can pretty much keep 

those going. Isabelle is a big fan of old movies so we have our 

time to watch, discuss and debate those at length. And we pretty 

much like the same TV shows – classic and new – so we have 

that too. We have created a two-household family with our won-

derful neighbors next door. We look out for each other, and he 

has installed a garage door opener and faucet for us in the last 

couple of weeks. They are truly a blessing. They say the same 

thing about us. We also can look out our back windows and see 

the jonquils and tulips blossoming, as is the cherry tree. What a 

glorious and blessed sight! Our biological families are good. We 

stay in touch with them regularly. Charles' oldest daughter is 

expecting in June, so she is being extra careful. Fortunately, she 

can work from home. We did FaceTime with her last week 

while our grandson was opening his birthday presents from us. 

That was pretty cool. All in all, we miss our church friends and 

can't wait to hug you all again! 

Yvette Tunley:  Hey, Church Fam. Hope you're well and staying 

safe. I am doing fine. I am blessed to be able to work remotely in 

my "home office", which brings with it it's own unique chal-

lenges. I work for the City of KCMO and have been amazed at 

the work City of KCMO employees are committed to doing dur-

ing this state of emergency to ensure basic services continue to 

be provided. Please continue prayers for City of KCMO employ-

ees and so many others going above and beyond to do their job. I 

am also still working my personal business and learning ways to 

work it differently. Like many others, I've been on many video 

calls via Zoom and Skype and FB Messenger and Duo to con-

nect with people. I've enjoyed our family video calls the most, 

though, because it connects the KC family with my brother, 

Leroy, and his family in Georgia, extended family in NYC and 

Maryland. BTW, my precious niece, Sophia, is a pro on these 

Zoom calls. It's so cute!!! If we could just get her to stop yelling 

into the tablet!!! Lololol!!! You probably don't know this about 

me ,  but I am a social person so I miss the interaction with 

my mother, nieces, nephews, cousins, aunts, brothers, sisters, 

church family and more. I pray that we come out of this better 

than when this started. I pray that this time "away" instills in 

each of us a greater appreciation for each other, a stronger rela-

tionship with our Heavenly Father and an incredible realization 

of the joy we each have in our lives....no matter how big...no 

matter how small. Stay safe, Church Fam! LoveU2Life!!! 

Act of Spiritual Communion 
 

“My Jesus, I believe that you are 

present in the Blessed Sacrament. 

 

I love You above all things and I 

desire  You with all my heart. 

 

Since I cannot now receive You 

sacramentally, I ask  You to come 

spiritually  into my heart. 

 

I embrace You as if  You were al-

ready in my heart  and unite my-

self to You completely. 

 

Please do not let me ever be separated from You.”   

Amen. 

 

"Lord,  I am not worthy that  You  should  enter under 

my roof, but only say the word and my soul shall be 

healed. " 

 

 

(During this time when we are not able to receive the 

Holy Eucharist, this prayer can be said while watching 

the video Mass as the priest is receiving the Body and 

Blood of Christ) 
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Parish Staff 

 

Fr. Matt Rotert, Pastor  mrotert@stlfkc.org 

Fr. Bill Fox, Associate Pastor  bfox@stlfkc.org 

Sr. Helen Alder, Parish Nurse   816.942.2746 

B.J. Atkinson, Director, Emergency Assistance  

         bjatkinson@stlfkc.org 

Warren Blevins, Business Manager busmgr@stlfkc.org 

Tami Chestnut, Director, Gospel Choir  816.812.1826 

         tchestnut@stlfkc.org 

Sharon Sanders,  Director, Senior Center   816.444.3514                               

        ssanders@stlfkc.org 

Estelle Tunley, Director, Liturgy & Music etunley@stlfkc.org 

Sharon Sanders, Safe Environment Coordinator 

    ssanders@stlfkc.org 

Diocesan Ombudsman:    816.812.2500 

Kathleen Chastain, Victims’ Advocate    816.392.0011  

    chastain@diocesekcsj.org 

Pastoral Council 

Diana Burdett (Chair) 816.523.0137 tv9gal@gmail.com 

Terry Chapman 816.507.9958 touchdown0310@yahoo.com 

Elliott Clark 816.896.2907 elliottclark50@att.net         

Alania Davis 816.716.1044 EVRL8@hotmail.com 

Roberta Gumbel 917.826.5688 gumbelr@msn.com 

Brian Reeves 816.728.-0883 BeKayR@aol.com 

Peggy Baker 913.269.3319 PTPeggy@gmail.com 

Jesse Frazier 816.444.0736 jesse.frazier@kcmo.org 

Roberta Miller 816.686.4406       millerroberta50@gmail.com 

 

Finance Committee  

Bridgette Atkinson 816.778.2953 abridgette89@gmail.com 

Sharon Hardy (Chair) 816.898.9251        jhardy004@centurytel.net 

Bill Poppie  913.209.3411 bpoppie1947@gmail.com 

Carmen Denvir  816.872.2517 cdenvir514@gmail.com  

 

Anointing of the Sick: Sacrament takes place at seasonal communal  

celebrations and may be requested as needed and offered after Mass. 

Eucharist for the Sick: Contact the Parish Office. 

Baptism, Catechumenate Inquiry, Marriage Preparation and  

Sacrament of Reconciliation—contact Fr. Matt or Fr. Bill. 

 

We are a member parish of Holy Rosary Credit Union - 816.221.2734  

The Diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph is committed to combating sexual 

abuse in the Church.   If you are a victim of sexual abuse, or if you observe or 

suspect sexual abuse:   

1. Call the Missouri Child Abuse Hotline at 1.800.392.3738 (if the victim is 

currently under the age of 18), and  

2. Contact your local law enforcement agency or call 911, and  

3. After reporting to these civil and law enforcement authorities, report  

suspected sexual abuse of a minor or vulnerable adult to the Diocesan 

Ombudsman Joe Crayon at 816.812-2500 or crayon@ombudsmankcsj.org,  

if the abuse involves a priest, deacon, employee, or volunteer of the  

Diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph. The Diocese has a sincere commitment 

to providing care and healing resources to victims of sexual abuse and their 

families. Please contact Victim Advocate Kathleen Chastain at 

816.392.0011 or chastain@diocesekcsj.org  

The Senior Center is closed during the Corona virus pan-

demic, but some of the work/ministry is alive and well and 

missing those who normally attend.   

 

We are preparing daily lunch for some of the Seniors who nor-

mally come to the Center.  It is gratifying to be able to give 

them extra help. If you or someone you know would welcome a 

lunch delivery, please contact Sharon Sanders. Rosalind 

O’Hora and Sharon Sanders are making COVID-19 masks.  

Our goal is to send each of the Seniors who attend the Center a 

mask.  We’ll continue to make masks and a free will donation 

would be appreciated.  

ssanders@stlfkc.org or call 816.591.6284. 

Alcohol and Cancer                                               

 

Many people have not heard that drinking alcohol can cause 

cancer—but it’s true!  Alcohol can cause cancer of the mouth 

and throat, esophagus, larynx (voice box), colon and rectum, 

liver and in women breast cancer. 

 

WHAT IS YOUR RISK? The less alcohol you drink the lower your 

risk. Remember that one ounce (a shot) of 80 proof liquor, one 

12 oz. beer,  8-9 ounces of malt liquor and 5 ounces of wine are 

considered “a drink “ of alcohol. Even those who drink only one 

drink a day have a moderate risk of cancer. That moves up to 

high risk for women who drink 4 or more drinks a day or 8 or 

more a week.  For men 5 drinks a day or 15 or more a week.                                                                                                   

Every alcoholic drink contains ethyl alcohol and our bodies 

break this down to Acetaldehyde which is a probable cause of 

cancer because it damages DNA and does not allow cells to 

repair the damage.  It is also thought that alcohol impairs our 

ability to break down and absorb vitamins A, B complex, C, D 

and E.  These are all essential to good health. 

Source: http://www.cancer.org 

A PRAYER FOR A TIME OF PESTILENCE 

Oh Lord, you who are the refuge of the poor and needy, 

we ask that you would save us 

from the pestilence that stalks in the darkness 

and the plague that destroys at midday. 

Be our sun and shield. 

Be our fortress. 

Be our comfort this day. 

May we not fear any evil 

but rather trust in your might to save                                       

and  your wisdom to guide, 

so that we might rest always in the shadow of the Almighty. 

In the name of the One who heals our diseases. Amen. 

mailto:chastain@diocesekcsj.org
mailto:ssanders@stlfkc.org
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