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M A S S   S C H E D U L E 

Sunday Masses 

Sunday……………...…….………...8:00 & 9:15 a.m. 

 

Weekday Masses in the Chapel 

Wednesday and Friday…...…………….....12:00 p.m. 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Contact Fr. Matt Rotert or Fr. Bill Fox 

 

Office Hours 

Monday-Friday……………..…….9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 

Closed Noon-1:00 p.m. 

Tel: 816.444.5406………….……...Fax: 816.444.9345 

Senior Center………….…………...…...816.444.3514 

Website:…………………….………...www.stlfkc.org 

 

Diocesan Ombudsman:………….……...816.812.2500 

Kathleen Chastain, Victims’ Advocate:...816.392.0011 

 

 

M I S S I O N  S T A T E M E N T  

We, God’s people, are a remnant whose faith has been tested 

and tempered by the transitions in our neighborhoods and our 

church. We do not have one common ethnic, religious,  

social, or economic background. We do have a common  

experience, of being the diverse but complementary members 

of the one Body of Christ. Because of this common  

experience, We choose to be St. Therese Parish Community. 

 

We choose to use our gifts to build up the Body of Christ  

Incarnate here. This mission must take place both within the 

faith community and in reaching out to others. We confess 

the need to become more aware of one another and of the 

Lord calling us to be united in God’s spirit. We will strive to 

develop this awareness not only for our own sake, but so that 

we may become credible and inviting to those seeking Christ 

and His Gospel. 

 

We answer this calling first by faithfully sharing the Word 

and breaking Bread together. We then realize our vocation to 

affirm one another’s gift, to reach out to the poor, to work for 

justice, to help form young minds and hearts, to acknowledge 

the place of the elders in our community, and to create a  

climate of fellowship for all people.   

St. Therese Little flower parish 

“I will send down a shower of roses 

from the heavens, I will spend my 

heaven by doing good on earth.”  

 

― St. Thérèse of Lisieux  

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/248952.Th_r_se_de_Lisieux
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Sunday, April 26, 2020 — Third Sunday of Easter 

Mass  — Live streamed 9:15 am  

Wednesday, April 29, 2020 

Private Mass 

 

Friday, May 1, 2020 

Private Mass 

 

Sunday, May 3, 2020 — Fourth Sunday of Easter 

St. Therese Little Flower community prays for the following:  

 

Bridgette Atkinson, Marian Barackman, Wanda Battle, Ben Bongers, 

Mal Brewer, Liesa Brown, Mary L. Brown, Louis Byrd,  Juanita  

Cherry, Randy Chestnut,  Lisa Coan, Quinn Cogan,  Evelyn Coleman, 

Craig Cowens,  Barbara Jo Davis, Pamela Denson,  Carol Dodd, Jessie 

Mae Frazier, Joann Freeman, Col. Steve Harvey, Dan Ivory, Elijah 

Jones, Joyce Jones, LaToya Jones, Marty Kata, Wenda King, Keith 

Kloster, Zach Kloster, Raymond LaNear, Doreen Lacy, Charles Lidge,  

Aidan Liesveld, Stephen Loston, Bob McCombs, Helen McVay, Doris 

Moore, Venus Moore, Margaret Mulligan, Luqrecia Preston, Marilyn 

Richardson, Flanord Rideau, Judy Rieck, Ed Rogers, Fr. Bob Rost, 

Oden Sainte, Joseppi Sandoval, Lee John Scott,  Sharon Sears, Arthur 

Shelton, Allen Shelton, Jeremiah Smith, Tracy Smith, Elaine Stevenson, 

Michael Stevenson, Blanche L. Thomas, Sr. Joan Tolle, Joshua Webb, 

Jr., Bobby  J. Willis, Jesse Wilkes, Mildred Wilkes, Antwine Williams, 

the elderly and  infirmed, the chronically ill and their caregivers;  for 

those who attend to the dying and grieving; for medical  professionals 

and first responders. For those who seek a better life for their families.  

 

Special intentions for those suffering from Covid-19 and their 

families, for those in hospitals and nursing homes who cannot 

have visitors and families isolated from their loved ones, for 

those who have died and the many health care workers and 

staffs who serve those who are ill, even at their own risk. For all 

of God’s people in this most difficult time. 

 

For the homeless and those lost in this world; for those who harbor 

hatred and  especially for those who have no one to pray for them. 
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BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Please submit requests for bulletin announcements by 

Noon on Wednesday to bulletin@stlfkc.org.  

We look forward to the day when we can again worship   

together at St. Therese. In the meantime, we continue to   

support those in need through Emergency Assistance and 

keeping our facilities in good operating order.  If you haven’t 

already done so, please consider giving via bank draft from 

your savings or checking account or by debit or credit card. 

Go to stlfkc.org and click on “Give” to sign up or to submit 

your offering when you aren't able to be at Mass. You can 

select Regular Tithe, Emergency Assistance, or Senior   

Center.  You also have the option of choosing to have your 

donation submitted on a recurring basis.  Please be as  

generous as you can, pray for us all  and stay safe! 

You can also contact Warren Blevins,  

Business Manager at the church office  

for help setting up your online giving.   

YOUR GIFTS 
     Week of  

April 19 
% of April 
Budget 

Offertory $1,410 9% 

Emergency Assistance $490 17% 

Total $1,900 9% 

http://stlfkc.org/
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News from Parishioners 

Valorye Williams: I’m doing fine. Up at 8, say prayers, feed 

Ms. Kitty, breakfast, read, crossword puzzles.  I do  

everything for 30 minutes.  I walk around inside my house 

for exercise. I only go shopping if I have to.  I'm still blessed 

and in good health. Miss you all. 

Caron Williams: On March 9th, I was in a car accident and 

suffered a broken femur.  I had surgery and rehab and spent 

15 days in the hospital just as all this COVID 19 stuff starting 

getting really serious so I couldn’t have any visitors. I thank 

all my friends from St. Therese who called and checked on 

me. I’m now at home and learning to walk again. 

Please keep me in  your prayers as I continue to heal as this is 

not an easy process.  I hope to be able to play the piano again 

someday soon.  

 

If anyone would like to send a card to Caron, this is her new 

address:  3608 E 57th St, Kansas City, MO 64130. 

Liz Claus: Thank you for checking on our parish members it 

is nice to know someone is missing us, it will truly be a joy 

to see everyone face to face whenever that is. Easter was 

very different but it was a blessing to be able to celebrate and 

watch at our own parish, so the internet is good for some 

things.  I have been like everyone else just staying at home, 

and when the mood strikes I manage to clean a drawer, closet 

or attack some long delayed project, I don't do too much  

because I know it will be there if I don't do it that day.  I also 

had started a part time job at Walgreens just before the  

lockdown, and that does get me out of the house a couple of 

days a week, also lets me interact with other people so that 

has kept me in touch and give me a needed break.  Thanks 

again for checking on the parish members and I hope  

everyone is staying well and safe.  God Bless and keep our 

members safe and in his care! 

THE CATHOLIC STEWARD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Acts 2:14, 22-33; Ps 16:1-2, 5, 7-11; 1 Pt 1:17-21; Lk 24:13-35  

 

Today’s readings focus on a theme of “sojourning.” As Chris-

tian stewards, we know our lives are a sojourn towards the ulti-

mate destination of heaven.  

 

Our Gospel passage today describes the sojourn of the two  

disciples on the road to Emmaus. The two are dejected and  

despondent after Jesus’ death. They knew Jesus personally. 

They had heard the Gospel message directly from His lips. They 

heard the testimony of the women who discovered the empty 

tomb of our Lord and saw a vision of angels announcing He was 

alive. They had been informed by other disciples who went to 

the tomb that all was exactly as the women reported.   

 

How much more obvious could the Good News be?  

 

And yet, at times, the reaction of the two disciples describes our 

own stewardship journey, doesn’t it? We have the fullness of the 

Catholic faith, the power of the sacraments, the support of our 

parish family. Yet, we often lose our way. We fail to see all the 

gifts we have been given. We lack trust in the perfect goodness 

and almighty power of God.  

 

But notice what happens to the two men when eyes are opened 

once again and they recognize Jesus in the Eucharist — the 

“breaking of the bread.” They are transformed! Their hearts are 

set on fire with love for the Lord and their faith. They recall that 

their hearts began “burning within” as the Lord was explaining 

the Scriptures to them. When we find we have lost our way, we 

can go to the same sources as the two disciples on the road to 

Emmaus — the Scriptures and the Eucharist.  

 

In this Easter season, resolve to feast deeply on these two 

sources of grace. They are the fuel that will propel us on journey 

towards heaven.   
 

 

Copyright © 2020 Catholic Stewardship Consultants, www.CatholicSteward.com  

Judy and Don Rieck: Don and I are fine as well as the 

kids and grandkids and they are all adhering to rules.  In fact 

they are better than we are in that they are taking their clothes 

off in the garage if they had to go out and putting on clean 

ones.  I do worry about Don because he still works part time 

for LabCorp - delivering and picking up specimens -  mostly 

for clinics, hospitals and doctor's offices.  I like having some 

free time, but I just wish he were doing something else.  

Every Sunday has been different, but I do appreciate the vid-

eo mass we have had on Sundays. 
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Carol Johnson: I’m doing well.  Having worked out of my 

home for the last 10 years the stay-at-home order hasn’t had 

as great an impact on me as it has on so many others.  I still 

do a little work for the Urban Ranger Corps virtually but 

have a lot more free time.  I’ve done some gardening (lettuce, 

kale, etc.) and look forward to doing more when the weather 

warms up.  I’ve been walking almost every day with Sue, our 

neighbor Kay and her dog Bella, and another neighbor named 

Sue.  Something I’ve wanted to do for quite a while but kept  

putting it off.  Enjoying this time of togetherness.  I’m doing 

a lot more reading which is very enjoyable and have been 

involved in several zoom meetings with friends.  And, of 

course the joy of doing the Passion play – which was fun 

putting it together and very emotional when I saw the final 

results.  Several things I do miss.  One is being able to go 

where I want when I want.  If we needed something from the 

store I could hop in the car and go get it.  Now it’s going at 

“senior hours” or ordering on line (which has been a fun  

experience).  And, of course, I miss going to Mass, receiving 

the Eucharist, and see all of you and sharing your hugs and 

signs of peace.  But, I know the day will come when that will 

be possible.  Until then, enjoy the “now normal”…not “new 

normal” because every day is the “now” and every day is to 

be enjoyed. 

Felicia Safir: I am teaching my Center Middle School  

students their instrumental music lessons through the  

computer at home.  All students have a Chrome Computer. In 

addition to scales and music book lesson, I have the students 

write essays on musicians – Charlie Parker and Ludwig Van 

Beethoven.  I am also helping with my grandkids home 

schooling since their parents have to work.  Been convalesc-

ing from surgery  with a crushed toe that a marching snare 

fell on. And checking on family members from a distance.  

I have been making sure my husband, disabled retired Green 

Beret, stays healthy.  And, praying to God to keep all of us 

safe and well during this Virus times as he has done during 

all the other epidemics in the world.  

My dear friends of St. Therese Parish,                                     

 

I am so pleased that I have this opportunity to visit with via parish 

bulletin!  I am doing well where I live, Atrium retirement  

residence.   We are all being very cautious and careful  so as to 

avoid the virus.  I thought of you especially during Holy Week!  I 

was so disappointed that I could not celebrate with you Palm Sun-

day and Good Friday.   We all feel the emptiness in the loss of 

physical contact and being with each other in community. One of 

the high lights this past week is that I packed up a few groceries 

and met B.J. and Estelle at the rectory.    It was so nice to visit 

with them and catch up on life at Little Flower parish. I did take 

the opportunity to visit the church and witnessed the beautiful 

Easter decorations.  I hope and pray that you take care of your-

selves and that  you do not contract the virus.   I miss you and I 

hope someday soon we will be celebrating Eucharist and commu-

nity together.  We do celebrate Eucharist here every day when 

you are remembered in our community prayer.  Love and Prayers, 

                                                                                  Fr Jerry Waris  

Janice Martinez: I am doing great — not bored, since I am 

used to being by myself.  I was raised on a farm isolated from 

others our cousins and friends were a few miles away. I'm ok 

with this. However, I have to get use to wearing mask and 

gloves. Its almost like a sci fi movie. I don't like computers 

and smart phones.  Looking forward to the day when we can 

all be together again at St. Therese. 
Jesse & Helen Frazier & family: We are fine.  Helen is work-

ing from home and I get the joy of home schooling the boys. Oh, 

the joy of 5th grade math.  I say at 50, I  understand fractions a 

little better.  We miss our St. Therese family.  We are looking 

forward to the time we all can come back to church.  Be safe.  

Walter Jackson:  Hello to all the Church Family who are sure-

ly missed. I am continuously working around YOUR St. Therese 

plant, working and trying to keep it looking great for when the 

most important part of the Parish returns... The People!!!... I'm 

around all the areas almost every day, and have been for a while 

now!  It just is not same without our Church people being there,... 

yet I know at the same time that it is going to be so great when 

every last one of you come back to your Lord's House!  This pan-

demic is going to make us stronger in Love!, Faith! And Deeds! 

Much Love to every St Therese parishioner cause I know when all 

of you come back!... IT'S GOING TO BE AWESOME!!!... Much 

love... Walter Jackson 

Tami and Randy Chestnut:  How I miss our  Little Flower  

family.  Things are pretty good at the Chestnut home, praise 

God!  I am working from home and the girls are finishing the 

school virtually. Fortunately Randy is home with us which is a 

blessing and we are able to spend A LOT of quality time togeth-

er.  There has been a lot of cooking, Lauren has become the new 

chef of the house and this past weekend we planted our first con-

tainer garden.  I am so appreciative for the prayers for our fami-

ly.  While I am glad to be singing for our Mass services I really 

can't wait for us to get together once again.  We had a choir Zoom 

fellowship this past week; it was so good to see them virtual-

ly.  We are counting the days till we can sing for our parish 

again.  Blessings to you all.  Be well and safe. 
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Brian Reeves: Covid-19 has been a new learning experience for 

all of us.  As a Pharmaceutical Sales Representative, my job 

along with others has forced us to work from home.  What I 

have learned about myself is I miss my days from going to of-

fice to office speaking with my clients.  With that said, I am not 

cut out for working a desk job daily.  The positive I have in-

creased my skill set on conducting web-based meeting.  The 

doctors have been very receptive of this as it allows me to con-

tinue to advise the doctors and nurses on the benefits of my cur-

rent respiratory agent I promote. I have always enjoyed cooking, 

because I enjoy eating more.  This time has allowed me the time 

to try out a few dishes that I have wanted to try but never did 

because of time to plan/shop and cook. I am a backyard bee-

keeper so my bee hives have kept me busy as the spring is when 

the bees are coming out of winter and getting ready to go forge 

for pollen.   I have also recently help co-found and  start a non-

profit called MoHivesKc. The focus of this non-profit is to bring 

urban beekeeping to the urban core.  Turning vacant lots into 

Bee Apiary and Pollinator garden.  This new adventure has kept 

me busy by, teaching web based bee class and having many web 

based meetings to get this project off the ground.  Volunteers are 

always welcomed.  MoHiveskc.org. Lastly, daily communica-

tion with family and friends to check on their spirits as we are 

all getting use to this new norm.  

Sr. Helen Alder: Greetings, St. Therese family!!  I miss all of 

you and our celebrating at ST each Sunday. It's not the same no 

matter what TV or web Mass I watch. I am doing very well and 

not bored at all. I am surprised at this as I thought I'd be bored. 

Of course I pray everyday and several short times a day. I am 

making the web retreat with Fr. Don Farnan.  I try to walk  

outside most days. I have cleaned, scrubbed and sorted all kinds 

of things. Have quite a lot to take to Journey House for the la-

dies.  I can't visit all the people I usually do so I call them and 

we have a phone visit.  As far as I know they are all doing 

well.   Margaret Mulligan is still in rehab at the time I am writ-

ing this. Please pray very hard for her and all of those who live 

alone and are unable to have visitors.  And, of course, for the 

nurses, doctors and first responders who are exposed to the virus 

daily. I  love to read so have finished 5 long books and then one 

day a notice came up on my inbox from The Met Opera in 

NYC. I checked it out and found they are streaming for FREE 

operas they have filmed in the past. I watch them on my com-

puter and they have the captions and  it is such a joy.  My moth-

er introduced me to opera by recordings when I was young. I've 

seen a few live but they are usually so expensive that I've only 

seen a few. This on my computer is a great gift. Most operas are 

2-3 hrs. long but watching them at home with the subtitles is 

wonderful. If I get a phone call I can just pause the opera and 

talk on the phone and back on to the opera.  God bless all of 

you. My prayers, Sr. Helen Alder 

Act of Spiritual Communion 
 

“My Jesus, I believe that you are  

present in the Blessed Sacrament. 

 

I love You above all things and I desire  You with all my 

heart. 

 

Since I cannot now receive You sacramentally, I ask  You to 

come spiritually  into my heart. 

 

I embrace You as if  You were al-

ready in my heart  and unite myself 

to You completely. 

 

Please do not let me ever be separated 

from You.”   Amen. 

 

"Lord,  I am not worthy that  You  

should  enter under my roof, but only 

say the word and my soul shall be 

healed. " 

 

(During this time when we are not able to 

receive the Holy Eucharist, this prayer can be said while watching the 

video Mass as the  priest is receiving the Body and Blood of Christ.) 
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Communion and Reconciliation 

Some people have asked about the possibility of receiving Com-

munion during this unusual season.  The Diocese has given us 

clear guidelines of how to comply with the letter and spirit of 

the restrictions we are all under. Until the restrictions are lifted 

we are allowed to administer Anointing of the Sick and Com-

munion only in emergency circumstances.  

Reconciliation is available by appointment and then with 

clear guidelines for safety. Please call Fr. Matt or Fr. Bill at 

the office (816-444-5406) and leave a message or you may 

leave a message at St. Peter’s (816-363-2320) 

We will make opportunities for Reconciliation available on an 

expanded basis once things return to normal.  

Please know that the Lord is close at hand, and that He desires 

Communion with us. We look forward with hope and joy to the 

day when we will celebrate His great gift again fully! 

    God bless!   Fr. Rotert 
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A Blessing for Healthcare Workers in a Time of Pandemic 

By Kate Williams 

 

Blessed are the ones who cannot be isolated. 

  Blessed are the doctors, nurses, chaplains, hospital staff.  

Blessed are the hands that are raw from scrubbing and sanitizing,                                              

the palms that glisten with oil of healing.  

  Blessed are the shoulders that carry the weight of life and death.  

Blessed are the feet that are aching from standing at bedsides and running between rooms.  

  Blessed are the hearts that are frightened and breaking. 

Blessed are the mothers and fathers, grandmothers and grandfathers,                                  

sisters and brothers, Partners and friends who cannot go home.  

  Blessed are the families who become isolated from each other,                                               

  the ones who sacrifice their own comfort so that we need not be alone in our 

  suffering. 

Blessed are the sick and dying, those who bear the image of Christ before us.  

  Blessed are those who believe that when part of the Body suffers, we all suffer. 

Blessed are those who look upon his secret work as a gift.  

  Blessed are those who have had enough.  

Blessed are those who are overwhelmed.  

  Blessed are those who lack the space to process all that lies ahead. 

Blessed are the ones who are found weeping in secret corners of an emergency room          

so that we might see a strong face to greet our need.  

  Blessed are those who weep openly with us,                                                                  

  so that even our tears have companions. 

Blessed are you, O God: quietly holding each of us along the way.               

Come quickly, abide unceasingly.    

Love us while we see the worst, and give us the help we need to see our way out.   
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Parish Staff 

 

Fr. Matt Rotert, Pastor  mrotert@stlfkc.org 

Fr. Bill Fox, Associate Pastor  bfox@stlfkc.org 

Sr. Helen Alder, Parish Nurse   816.942.2746 

B.J. Atkinson, Director, Emergency Assistance  

         bjatkinson@stlfkc.org 

Warren Blevins, Business Manager busmgr@stlfkc.org 

Tami Chestnut, Director, Gospel Choir  816.812.1826 

         tchestnut@stlfkc.org 

Sharon Sanders,  Director, Senior Center   816.444.3514                               

        ssanders@stlfkc.org 

Estelle Tunley, Director, Liturgy & Music etunley@stlfkc.org 

Sharon Sanders, Safe Environment Coordinator 

    ssanders@stlfkc.org 

Diocesan Ombudsman:    816.812.2500 

Kathleen Chastain, Victims’ Advocate    816.392.0011  

    chastain@diocesekcsj.org 

Pastoral Council 

Diana Burdett (Chair) 816.523.0137 tv9gal@gmail.com 

Terry Chapman 816.507.9958 touchdown0310@yahoo.com 

Elliott Clark 816.896.2907 elliottclark50@att.net         

Alania Davis 816.716.1044 EVRL8@hotmail.com 

Roberta Gumbel 917.826.5688 gumbelr@msn.com 

Brian Reeves 816.728.-0883 BeKayR@aol.com 

Peggy Baker 913.269.3319 PTPeggy@gmail.com 

Jesse Frazier 816.444.0736 jesse.frazier@kcmo.org 

Roberta Miller 816.686.4406       millerroberta50@gmail.com 

 

Finance Committee  

Bridgette Atkinson 816.778.2953 abridgette89@gmail.com 

Sharon Hardy (Chair) 816.898.9251        jhardy004@centurytel.net 

Bill Poppie  913.209.3411 bpoppie1947@gmail.com 

Carmen Denvir  816.872.2517 cdenvir514@gmail.com  

 

Anointing of the Sick: Sacrament takes place at seasonal communal  

celebrations and may be requested as needed and offered after Mass. 

Eucharist for the Sick: Contact the Parish Office. 

Baptism, Catechumenate Inquiry, Marriage Preparation and  

Sacrament of Reconciliation—contact Fr. Matt or Fr. Bill. 

 

We are a member parish of Holy Rosary Credit Union - 816.221.2734  

The Diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph is committed to combating sexual 

abuse in the Church.   If you are a victim of sexual abuse, or if you observe or 

suspect sexual abuse:   

1. Call the Missouri Child Abuse Hotline at 1.800.392.3738 (if the victim 

is currently under the age of 18), and  

2. Contact your local law enforcement agency or  call 911, and  

3. After reporting to these civil and law enforcement authorities, report  

suspected sexual abuse of a minor or vulnerable adult to the Diocesan 

Ombudsman Joe Crayon at 816.812-2500 or crayon@ombudsmankcsj.org,  

if the abuse involves a priest, deacon, employee, or volunteer of the  

Diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph. The Diocese has a sincere commitment 

to providing care and healing resources to victims of sexual abuse and their 

families. Please contact Victim Advocate Kathleen Chastain at 

816.392.0011 or chastain@diocesekcsj.org  

The Senior Center is closed during the Corona virus pan-

demic, but some of the work/ministry is alive and well and 

missing those who normally attend.   

 

We are preparing daily lunch for some of the Seniors who nor-

mally come to the Center.  It is gratifying to be able to give 

them extra help. If you or someone you know would welcome a 

lunch delivery, please contact Sharon Sanders. Rosalind O’Ho-

ra and Sharon Sanders are making COVID-19 masks.  Our goal 

is to send each of the Seniors who attend the Center a mask.  

We’ll continue to make masks and a free will donation would 

be appreciated.  

ssanders@stlfkc.org or call 816.591.6284. 

It’s been wonderful hearing from members of  our 

Church Family.  We’d love to hear from as many as 

possible.  Please take a few minutes to jot down some of 

your experiences during this time of separation.  Let’s 

use this opportunity to stay connected with the St. 

Therese Community.  Send your message to: 

   bulletin@stlfkc.org     

Poison Control Hot Line 

 

 

No matter where you 

are, one phone number 

can get you help in a  

poison emergency 

1-800-222-1222.   

 

The number connects the 

nation’s 65 poison control 

centers.  Calls are routed 

to the center nearest the caller.  Experts take calls 24 hours a 

day. They answer non-emergency questions too.  The experts 

can help treat most poison problems over the telephone. If you 

need medical help, the people at the poison control center can 

call an ambulance for you.   

Their web site is: 

 https://www.poison.org/18002221222   

 

Put this number in your phone and keep it near your landline 

phone, if you have one.  

mailto:chastain@diocesekcsj.org
mailto:ssanders@stlfkc.org
https://www.poison.org/18002221222
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