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M A S S   S C H E D U L E 

Sunday Masses 

Sunday……………...…….………...8:00 & 9:15 a.m. 

 

Weekday Masses in the Chapel 

Wednesday and Friday…...…………….....12:00 p.m. 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Contact Fr. Matt Rotert or Fr. Bill Fox 

 

Office Hours 

Monday-Friday……………..…….9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 

Closed Noon-1:00 p.m. 

Tel: 816.444.5406………….……...Fax: 816.444.9345 

Senior Center………….…………...…...816.444.3514 

Website:…………………….………...www.stlfkc.org 

 

Diocesan Ombudsman:………….……...816.812.2500 

Kathleen Chastain, Victims’ Advocate:...816.392.0011 

 

 

M I S S I O N  S T A T E M E N T  

We, God’s people, are a remnant whose faith has been tested 

and tempered by the transitions in our neighborhoods and our 

church. We do not have one common ethnic, religious,  

social, or economic background. We do have a common  

experience, of being the diverse but complementary members 

of the one Body of Christ. Because of this common  

experience, We choose to be St. Therese Parish Community. 

 

We choose to use our gifts to build up the Body of Christ  

Incarnate here. This mission must take place both within the 
faith community and in reaching out to others. We confess 

the need to become more aware of one another and of the 

Lord calling us to be united in God’s spirit. We will strive to 

develop this awareness not only for our own sake, but so that 

we may become credible and inviting to those seeking Christ 

and His Gospel. 

 

We answer this calling first by faithfully sharing the Word 

and breaking Bread together. We then realize our vocation to 

affirm one another’s gift, to reach out to the poor, to work for 

justice, to help form young minds and hearts, to acknowledge 
the place of the elders in our community, and to create a  

climate of fellowship for all people.   

St. Therese Little flower parish 

“I will send down a shower of roses 

from the heavens, I will spend my 

heaven by doing good on earth.”  

 

― St. Thérèse of Lisieux  

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/248952.Th_r_se_de_Lisieux
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Sunday, April 5, 2020 — Palm Sunday 

Private Mass  Intentions will be honored 

Holy Thursday, April 9, 2020 

Mass of the Lord’s Supper Live streamed 

 

Good Friday of the Lord’s Passion,  April 10, 2020 

Live streamed 

 

Holy Saturday, April 11, 2020 

Vigil Mass Live streamed 

Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord 

April 12, 2020 

Private Mass  Lives streamed 

St. Therese Little Flower community prays for the following:  

 

Bridgette Atkinson, Marian Barackman, Wanda Battle, Ben Bongers, 

Mal Brewer, Liesa Brown, Mary L. Brown, Louis Byrd,  Juanita 

Cherry, Randy Chestnut,  Lisa Coan, Quinn Cogan,  Evelyn Coleman, 

Craig Cowens,  Pamela Denson,  Carol Dodd, Jessie Mae Frazier, Joann 

Freeman, Dan Ivory, Elijah Jones, Joyce Jones, LaToya Jones, Marty 

Kata, Wenda King, Keith Kloster, Zach Kloster, Malcolm Knight, Ray-

mond LaNear, Doreen Lacy, Charles Lidge, Aidan Liesveld, Helen 

Logan, Stephen Loston, Bob McCombs, Helen McVay, Doris Moore, 

Venus Moore, Margaret Mulligan, Luqrecia Preston, Marilyn Richard-

son, Flanord Rideau, Judy Rieck, Ed,Rogers, Fr. Bob Rost, Oden 

Sainte, Joseppi Sandoval, Lee John Scott,  Sharon Sears, Arthur Shel-

ton, Allen Shelton, Jeremiah Smith, Tracy Smith, Elaine Stevenson, 

Michael Stevenson, Blanche L. Thomas, Sr. Joan Tolle, Joshua Webb, 

Jr., Bobby  J. Willis, Jesse Wilkes, Mildred Wilkes, Antwine Williams, 

the elderly and  infirmed, the chronically ill and their caregivers;  for 

those who attend to the dying and grieving; for medical  professionals 

and first responders. For those who seek a better life for their families.  

 

Special intentions for those suffering from Covid-19 and their 

families, for those in hospitals and nursing homes who cannot 

have visitors and families isolated from their loved ones.  For all 

of God’s people in this most difficult time. 

 

For the homeless and those lost in this world; for those who harbor 

hatred and  especially for those who have no one to pray for them. 
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BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Please submit requests for bulletin announcements by 

Noon on Wednesday to bulletin@stlfkc.org.  

We look forward to the day when we can again worship  to-

gether at St. Therese. In the meantime, we continue to  support 

those in need through Emergency Assistance and keeping our 

facilities in good operating order.  If you haven’t already done 

so, please consider giving via bank draft from your savings or 

checking account or by debit or credit card. Go o stlfkc.org and 

click on “Give” to sign up or to submit your offering when you 

aren't able to be at Mass. You can select Regular Tithe, Emer-

gency Assistance, or Senior  Center.  You also have the option 

of choosing to have your donation submitted on a recurring 

basis.  Please be as generous as you can, pray for us all  and 

stay safe! 

You can also contact Warren Blevins,  

Business Manager at the church office  

for help setting up your online giving.   

YOUR GIFTS 
     Week of  

March 29 

% of  
March 
Budget 

Offertory $   805 5% 

Emergency Assistance $ 1,410 91% 

Total $2,215 10% 

 

http://stlfkc.org/
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

      These last weeks have brought home to me how much I 

miss all of you.  It has been both sad and consoling to cele-

brate Mass without you: sad, because you were not there, but 

consoling, because I know that the Lord makes Himself pre-

sent to each of us as the Holy Sacrifice is offered for all of 

you and your intentions. 

 

LIFE AT THE PARISH 

     There have been several emails, posts, website updates 

and various communications in the last few weeks as situa-

tions keep evolving rapidly. For the time being, most normal 

events of our parish remain canceled in order to prevent risk 

of spreading the novel corona virus. 

     This is the first time that the public celebration of Mass 

has ever been suspended – along with the dispensation of 

Sunday obligation – on such a scale, and including Holy 

Week. While we are not physically together during these holy 

days, I encourage you to continue to pray as a domestic 

Church: to pray especially for those who are suffering from 

the virus and any illness, for those who are isolated, anxious 

and even fearful, for those who have lost loved ones or have 

family members who are ill, for those who assist and care for 

the ill – doctors, nurses, volunteers, caregivers, janitors, etc. 

Pray for and with your families and for your neighbors and 

their families.  Follow the celebration of Mass as you can on 

our YouTube channel, StPetersKC; other liturgical resources 

are listed on the diocesan page, https://kcsjcatholic.org/

coronavirus-updates. 

     Our parish will continue to look for new ways to reach 

out.  Please let us know of anyone who might need assis-

tance, both spiritual and material.   

     If you are able, please continue to support the parish with 

your contributions.  You may send them in via regular mail 

or on-line at our website.  If you are not able to help at this 

time because the impact of the virus has disrupted your own 

livelihood, I understand.  In fact, I would like to know so that 

our parish can support you.  And thanks, again, for your past 

and any future contributions. 

    As for when public celebration of the Mass, devotions and 

group meetings will resume, it is uncertain. For the time be-

ing, please stay home and take care of yourselves. We will 

pray with you and for you; please let us know of your spe-

cific prayer requests.  

     I pray that this period of trial will bear good fruit for each 

of our families and that we might be strong intercessors for 

all who are ill, lonely, exhausted from work, worried about 

what comes next or struggling in any way. In other words, 

may God work a purpose out of this chaos and may we be 

ready servants of the Lord.             

   Sincerely yours in Christ, 

                                                              Fr. Matt Rotert 

Gospel Reflection—The Drama begins… 
     Today is Palm or Passion Sunday; the 

beginning of Holy Week. It is the climax 
of our Lenten journey and the most im-

portant week in the Church’s liturgical 

calendar. It will be to use a word with 

which we are now very familiar 

‘unprecedented.’ He will do and say 

things that his followers, friends and 

family will not fully understand. Despite all he prepared them 

for and said to them, they will not fully grasp what is happen-

ing to him or to them. Nothing could have prepared them for 

what they are about to experience and have to deal with. 

Sound familiar? 
 

     About this time in many if not all our parishes, groups of 

all sorts would have been preparing for the celebration of 

Holy Week and Easter. We think of readers, choirs, al-

tar servers, cleaners, and so many more. Sadly because of the 

Corona virus, it is more than likely that all local parish 

churches will now be closed for Easter. 

 

     As we said, this is unprecedented. Nothing has prepared 

us for this current and emerging reality. Perhaps we are not 

so unlike the followers, friends and family of Jesus. Three 

weeks ago if we were told that our churches would be closed 
for Easter, we would not have believed it. All that we consid-

ered normal has been put on hold; going out freely, shopping 

with ease, meeting others and so much more. So, as we begin 

this most sacred of weeks how do we enter into the prayers 

and liturgy of Palm Sunday, Holy Week and Easter? 

 

     At the start of Lent, Jesus asked us to travel and stay with 

him as he began his journey to the cross. Now, perhaps, we 

need to find the faith, hope and courage to ask Jesus to stay 

with us during our time of suffering, pain and uncertainty. A 

friend of mine said to me recently that we are all now experi-
encing the pain of Good Friday. Many are afraid and worried 

about themselves and their families. Many have lost their 

jobs or have been sent home from work without pay, includ-

ing members of my own family. This truly is a time of per-

sonal, familial, national and global suffering. 

 

     How do we have a sense of God being with us during 

these challenging times? I find it very easy to pray when 

things are going well for me; when I am in charge and con-

trol. This is not the experience these days. My prayer now is 

not so much what I do for God, but more of what God can do 

for me – and this is not easy at all!  
 

     Those who knew Jesus stood by helplessly powerless as 

they watched him being condemned and crucified. Perhaps 

we feel helpless and powerless these days. But we are not 

without faith or courage: God is with us. This is Christian 

hope: not that things will turn out well or the way we want, 

but that whatever happens, God is with us. 

Through the cross, fear was shattered by 

hope, darkness was overcome by light and 

death was defeated by life. This is a time of 

crucifixion, but the resurrection will come – 
for all of us.                                            (continued on Page 4) 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCOjrOd0N6YjGLRZQBr3zc7A?view_as=subscriber
https://kcsjcatholic.org/coronavirus-updates/
https://kcsjcatholic.org/coronavirus-updates/
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Holy Communion and Reconciliation  

 

     Some people have asked about the possibility of receiv-

ing Communion during this unusual season.  The Diocese 

has given us clear guidelines of how to comply with the let-

ter and spirit of the restrictions we are all under. Until the 

restrictions are lifted we are allowed to administer Anointing 

of the Sick and Communion only in emergency circum-

stances. Reconciliation is available by appointment and then 

with clear guidelines for safety. 

     We will make opportunities for Reconciliation available 

on an expanded basis once things return to normal. Please 

know that the Lord is close at hand, and that he desires 

Communion with us. We look forward with hope and joy to 

the day when we will celebrate His great gift again fully! 

   God bless!  Fr. Rotert  

Prayer for Times Without Eucharist  

     Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation. Your son, Je-

sus Christ, has told us that wherever two or three are gath-

ered, he is there with us and even when we are alone, you 

remind us that we are never abandoned or beyond your lov-

ing care and concern for us, because we are always held in 

the palm of your hand. 

     In these difficult times when we cannot participate fully in 

the celebration of the Mass, inspire in us the desire to partici-

pate in this Sacrament through other means. 

Help us to understand and to believe that you continually 

come to us through your Word in Sacred Scripture and 

through the many relationships with one another you have 

given us each to nurture and to embrace. 

     Until that time when we join together once again to praise 

and learn from you, please give us that peace, which the 

world cannot give, that we may pass through this time free 

from fear and in trust and quietness secure in your love for 

us. 

     We ask this through Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives 

and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever.    Amen. 

 

Prayer for a Pandemic 

By Cameron Bellm 

May we who are merely inconvenienced, 

 remember those whose lives are at stake. 
May we who have no risk factors, 

 remember those most vulnerable. 

May we who have the luxury of working from home, 

 remember those who must choose between preserving 

 their health or making their rent. 

May we who have the flexibility to care for our children when 

their schools close, 

 remember those who have no options. 

May we who have to cancel our trips, 

 remember those that have no safe place to go. 

May we who are losing our margin money in the tumult of the 
economic market, 

 remember those who have no margin at all. 

May we who settle in for a quarantine at home, 

 remember those who have no home. 

As fear grips our country,  

 let us choose love. 

During this time when we cannot physically wrap our arms 

around each other, 

 let us yet find ways to be the loving embrace of God to 

 our neighbors.   Amen. 

(Gospel Reflection continued from page 3)    

 Today and this week try to find a radio station or tele-

vision channel that is broadcasting the Holy Week services. If 

you have a computer try to find your own or another church that 

is celebrating the  liturgies on-line; try your best to be connected 

to what is happening. 

 

In prayer, let us reach out to and connect 

with each other; we are not alone –  

                                             God is with us!   
   (Adapted from Michael Moore OMI) 
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Parish Staff 

 

Fr. Matt Rotert, Pastor  mrotert@stlfkc.org 

Fr. Bill Fox, Associate Pastor  bfox@stlfkc.org 

Sr. Helen Alder, Parish Nurse   816.942.2746 

B.J. Atkinson, Director, Emergency Assistance  

         bjatkinson@stlfkc.org 

Warren Blevins, Business Manager busmgr@stlfkc.org 

Tami Chestnut, Director, Gospel Choir  816.812.1826 

         tchestnut@stlfkc.org 

Sharon Sanders,  Director, Senior Center   816.444.3514                               

        ssanders@stlfkc.org 

Estelle Tunley, Director, Liturgy & Music etunley@stlfkc.org 

Sharon Sanders, Safe Environment Coordinator 

    ssanders@stlfkc.org 

Diocesan Ombudsman:    816.812.2500 

Kathleen Chastain, Victims’ Advocate    816.392.0011  

    chastain@diocesekcsj.org 

Pastoral Council 

Diana Burdett (Chair) 816.523.0137 tv9gal@gmail.com 

Terry Chapman 816.507.9958 touchdown0310@yahoo.com 

Elliott Clark 816.896.2907 elliottclark50@att.net         

Alania Davis 816.716.1044 EVRL8@hotmail.com 

Roberta Gumbel 917.826.5688 gumbelr@msn.com 

Brian Reeves 816.728.-0883 BeKayR@aol.com 

Peggy Baker 913.269.3319 PTPeggy@gmail.com 

Jesse Frazier 816.444.0736 jesse.frazier@kcmo.org 

Roberta Miller 816.686.4406       millerroberta50@gmail.com 

 

Finance Committee  

Bridgette Atkinson 816.778.2953 abridgette89@gmail.com 

Sharon Hardy (Chair) 816.898.9251        jhardy004@centurytel.net 

Bill Poppie  913.209.3411 bpoppie1947@gmail.com 

Carmen Denvir  816.872.2517 cdenvir514@gmail.com  

 

Anointing of the Sick: Sacrament takes place at seasonal communal  

celebrations and may be requested as needed and offered after Mass. 

Eucharist for the Sick: Contact the Parish Office. 

Baptism, Catechumenate Inquiry, Marriage Preparation and  

Sacrament of Reconciliation—contact Fr. Matt or Fr. Bill. 

 

We are a member parish of Holy Rosary Credit Union - 816.221.2734  

The Diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph is committed to combating sexual 

abuse in the Church.   If you are a victim of sexual abuse, or if you observe or 

suspect sexual abuse:   

1. Call the Missouri Child Abuse Hotline at 1.800.392.3738 (if the victim is 

currently under the age of 18), and  

2. Contact your local law enforcement agency or call 911, and  

3. After reporting to these civil and law enforcement authorities, report  

suspected sexual abuse of a minor or vulnerable adult to the Diocesan 

Ombudsman Joe Crayon at 816.812-2500 or crayon@ombudsmankcsj.org,  

if the abuse involves a priest, deacon, employee, or volunteer of the  

Diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph. The Diocese has a sincere commitment 

to providing care and healing resources to victims of sexual abuse and their 

families. Please contact Victim Advocate Kathleen Chastain at 

816.392.0011 or chastain@diocesekcsj.org  

The Senior Center is closed during the Corona virus 

pandemic, but some of the work/ministry is alive and 

well and missing those who normally attend.   

We are preparing daily lunch for some of the Seniors who 

normally come to the Center.  It is gratifying to be able to 

give them extra help that they need right now. 

 Rosalind O’Hora and Sharon Sanders are making 

COVID- 19 masks.  Our goal is to send each of the Sen-

iors who attend the Center a mask by the end of next 

week. 

     We are making plans for future projects and will be 

ready to welcome our seniors and others back as soon as 

it is safe to do so.  Although the Senior Center is not cur-

rently open, we still need financial assistance to continue 

to support seniors who need our support. 

Stay safe and shelter in place.  If you need anything 

please contact Sharon Sanders by email  

ssanders@stlfkc.org or call 816.591.6284. 

                                                      

     

          SKIN CARE: 

Winter: Many people have very dry skin in the winter. This is 

due to very dry air outside as well as from our furnaces.  Some 

people’s fingers, toes and heels even crack open and bleed. The 

best remedy for this is to wash with mild soap, pat dry (do not 

dry completely) and then apply a good lotion or cream to the 

area while it is still damp. This seals in moisture. If lotion does-

n’t work, skin doctors recommend Eucern Cream or Cetaphil 

Cream. If that doesn’t help try Vaseline or Aquaphor ointment.  

Repeat often until skin improves or see a skin doctor.                                                               

Summer:  In the summer we have to protect our skin from the 

sun. Always use Sun Screen of 30 or higher on all exposed skin 

(except eyes, lips, palms of hands and fingers) to protect from 

skin cancer. It may be years before the cancer shows up so 

don’t be careless when you are young and think it doesn’t mat-

ter. Babies and small children should have all of their skin cov-

ered when outside and should never be in the direct sun because 

their skin is so delicate. 

mailto:chastain@diocesekcsj.org
mailto:ssanders@stlfkc.org
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