
 

 



 

 

  

Sunday, Dec 24  4th  Sunday of Advent 
Rosary  8:45 am - Chapel 
Mass 9:00 am  St. Therese Parishioners 

Monday Dec 25   Christmas Day  
Christmas Day Mass   10:00am 
Office & Sr. Center closed 

Tuesday thru Friday, Dec 26-29 
Offices closed; Sr. Center open 

Wednesday, Dec 27 
Mass  12:00 Noon - Chapel 

Friday, Dec 29 
Mass  12:00 Noon - Chapel 

Sunday, Dec 31 
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph 
Mass 8:00 am - St. Therese Parishioners 
Rosary  8:45 am - Chapel 
Mass 9:15 am - Nora Tancredi 

Sunday, Dec 24    Christmas Eve 
Sunday School Christmas Program  6pm 
Caroling   6:30pm 
Christmas Eve Vigil Mass  7pm 

Monday, Jan 1  Octave of Christmas and 
Solemnity of Blessed Virgin Mary, the 
Mother of God 
Mass:  10:00 am  at St. Peter Church 

Marty Kata 
Wenda King 
Dave Kist 
Keith Kloster 
Zach Kloster 
Raymond LaNear 
Doreen Lacy 
Charles Lidge 
Stephen Loston 
Bob McCombs 
Helen McVay 
Venus Moore  
Margaret Mulligan            
Rosalind O'Hora 
Iness Panni  

Bridge�e Atkinson 
Liesa Brown 
Mary L. Brown 
Louis Byrd 
Bishop F. Cheri 
Lisa Coan 
Virginia Daub 
Jo & Jake Davis 
Carol Dodd 
Mary Durham and 
                    Dave  
Jessie Mae Frazier 
Joann Freeman 
Dick Garnier 
Ashley Johnson 

Judy Rieck 
Oden Sainte 
Joseppi Sandoval 
Lee John Sco� 
Arthur Shelton 
Allen Shelton 
David Smith Jr 
Jeremiah Smith 
Elaine Stevenson 
Michael Stevenson 
Blanche L. Thomas 
Jesse Wilkes 
Mildred Wilkes 
Antwine Williams 
 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 

December 24 

4th Sunday of Advent 

2 SM 7: 1-5, 8B-12, 14A, 16  

Ps 89: 2-3, 4-5, 27, 29 

Rom 16: 25-27 

Lk 1: 26-38 

December 31 

Holy Family Sunday 

Sir 3: 2-6, 12-14 

Ps 128: 1-2, 3, 4-5 

Col 3: 12-21 

Lk 2: 22-40 

December 31,  2017 

  8:00 am Mass 

Lector Anola Picke�, Sharon Sanders  

Euch Min Walter Hodge & Venita Hodge 

Hospitality Joseph Alpough, Gloria Burrell 

Server Steven Atkinson 

  9:15 am Mass 

Lector Carol Johnson, Sandy Jones 

Euch Min Tim & Ne�y Doyle, Aarion Johnson, 
Sr. Ann Landers, Mary Sweat 

Hospitality Sue Svec, Glenda Johnson,  
Joe & Elaine Nolke 

Server Bill Seiter 

Please join us for our tradi�onal Christmas Eve 
recep�on following the 7pm Mass. 
You are invited to bring appe�zers (finger food) 
to share and add to our Christmas Eve  
gathering. 

 



 

 

4th Sunday of Advent 2017 

Here we are on the last Sunday and last day before 
Christmas. Perhaps we are s�ll thinking about what we 
can do for our families and friends to make this a  
happy Christmas.  Maybe we are asking ques�ons 
about how we can lessen the tensions that arise when 
some family members get out of hand. Or maybe we 
are worried that our children will be disappointed with 
the gi�s they have received. Or perhaps we haven’t 
prepared our hearts to adequately celebrate this 
feast. 

Well in the midst of all of our worries we hear the 
angel speaking these words to Mary:”…nothing is  
impossible to God”. 

All of the scriptures today emphasize God’s work, not 
ours. In the first reading the Lord declares to David: 
“Are you the man to build me a house to dwell in?... 
the Lord will make you a house”.  And St. Paul says, 
“Glory to him who is able to give you the strength to 
live according to the good news I preach”. There are 
�mes in our lives when we are not asked to do any-
thing for God, but rather accept what God can do for 
us.  As Mary Says, “I am the handmaid of the Lord. Let 
what you have said be done to me.”  Mary made a 
choice to trust God in her impossible situa�on. 

God has given each of us our lives.  We are on a 
journey.  We are asked to put our trust in the one who 
carries us along day by day. We believe and trust that 
no ma�er what happens to us, God is s�ll in control. 
We don’t have to spend all of our �me worrying about 
what can go wrong.  Of course, this calls for a deep 
faith in God’s love. 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 

SAFE SNOW SHOVELING 
 
Shoveling snow is not an easy job--
even for someone who is healthy and 
fit.  It can cause major stress on your 
muscles and heart if the li�ing is not 
done properly.  Before shoveling make 

sure you are capable of doing heavy exercise, 
and always dress properly. BEFORE you shovel!  
Warm up and stretch.  Do not shovel right a�er 
ea�ng or while smoking.  Use a shovel with a 
handle that is long enough to let you keep you 
back just about straight when li�ing. Take it 
slowly and with frequent breaks.  Push the snow 
whenever possible rather than li�ing it.  Li� 
small loads of snow.  Li� with your legs rather 
than your back.  Step in the direc�on you are 
throwing the snow.  Don't twist.  If you have 
any health problems or are not use to vigorous 
exercise, don't shovel!! 

St. Therese Book Club meets on the first 
and third Thursdays of the month.  
We will be reading A Mys�cal  
Portrait of Jesus ( New Perspec�ves on 
John's Gospel) by Demetrius R. Dumm.  
We will meet in  the Living Room on Jan 4 
at 4:00  and discuss Chapters 6 and 7.  

 

Please join us for our tradi-
�onal Christmas Eve recep-
�on following the 7pm 
Mass. 
You are invited to bring 

appe�zers (finger food) to share and add to our 
Christmas Eve gathering. 

A New Guinea 

Christian Prayer 

Lord, oil the hinges 

of our hearts’ doors 

that they may swing 

gently and easily to 

welcome your 

     coming! 



 

 

December 24, 2017 

 

Poinsettias Given With Love to Honor 

the birth of the Christ Child 

We remember in prayer during this Christmas season those who  

requested in their gift of poinsettias 

In Memory of        Donated By 

Lennie Louise Scott and Lenora Inez Scott                         Lee John Scott 
 
Baker Family, John, Ed, Babe and Eddie                            Jack and Peggy Baker 

Loran and Harriet Freeman  (parents of Jean Poppie)         Bill and Jean Poppie 
Bill and Mary Poppie and Myrna and Bob Poppie  
                                     (parents and siblings of Bill Poppie)  
Becky Gerken (former member of the parish   
                                     and friend of Bill and Jean Poppie)                                                                                                                 
 
Walter and Monica Rohrer                                                    Elizabeth Smith 
Dick Van Meter 
Carol Sopyla 
 
Kathy  Davis       Karen McDonald & Benni Lipschuetz 
Nora Tancredi        
 
Ruth and Lee Pickett       Anola Pickett 
Nancy and Will Norris 
Betty and Chuck Doyle 

 



 

 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Another Miracle on 58th Street 

I’ve watched a lot of Hallmark Christmas movies this year, the theme of most of them is “Christmas 

Magic”.  I’ve thought about that term and believe we have a be�er one, “Christmas Love”…the 

love of Christ moving in the world.   

A li�le over a week ago in the basement of our small church, a church that some�mes 

struggles to keep its own head above water, we welcomed in 200 families from the neighbor-

hood for our Christmas Basket Program; we also gave gi�s and cards (and to those who needed them  

groceries) to 12 of our homebound; we then gave gi�s and groceries to the seniors who come throughout 

the year to our Senior Center, and to try not to leave any one out, we gave those who came to our pantry 

but missed the Christmas Basket program groceries and gi� cards.  We did this, this small urban, neatly 

tucked into Blue Hills Neighborhood, li�le church with maybe 250 registered families.  

Like Jesus mul�plied the fishes and loaves in the Gospel, He mul�plies the resources of 

this small community.  We don’t have success on a gigan�c giveaway scale, we have 

success on each individual smile, hug, gesture of love and respect given to each person.   

So at the end of this year’s gi� of sharing Christ’s love, I say, Thank you.  Thank you St. Therese 

 families and friends, what a blessing and grace; Thanks to the EARLY Saturday morning truck unloaders 

(and this year pa�ently wai�ng on a late truck); Thanks to the youth group (a group that normally does not 

believe in early mornings); Thanks to Hy-Vee and Marshall for the truck and their hard work; Thanks to 

 Kirby and our prayers for his con�nued dedica�on to this ministry; Thanks for the toys from the Toys for 

Tots Marines; Thanks to the police officers, so dedicated every year to be with us and show their concern 

for the neighbors (thanks also to the Major and the Sergeant from Metro Patrol); Thank you to Bob 

 Wisdom, Joe Flick and Jack Raffle (our produce men) for the glorious fresh produce donated to the pro-

gram; thank you to the Santa Elves who carved and built the wooden toys; Thanks to the members of St. 

Therese in the northland who come south and donate items for the gi�s for families; Thank you to Visita-

�on and their giving tree, they also give their heart; Thank you to the parishioners of St. John LaLande in 

Blue Springs using their sleigh to travel down I-70 to help with our program; Thank you as always to St. 

Mark’s and St. Peter’s parishioners who support us throughout the year; Thank you to all the volunteers 

who worked so hard pulling, packing, placing, picking, escor�ng, cooking, cleaning, car�ng, etc. all week.  

And thank you to those in my mind’s haze I’ve forgo�en to thank.  Prayers for each one of you.  This is not 

“Christmas Magic”, this is Gospel love shared each and every day.  Peace and Blessings.     B.J. 



 

 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Christmas is a �me to celebrate the coming of Jesus into our world and into our personal everyday lives. 
Here is a li�le poem I wrote for Christmas, but it can be prayed all year long.  

“Prayer for Divine Intrusion” 

God of infinite love, come into my life. 
Walk beside me, hold my hand, pat me on the back when I need it. 
Help me up when I fall down. Help me down when I’m puffed up. 
Encourage me, support me. Inspire me, disarm me. 
Broaden my vision. Expand my understanding. 
Inflame my heart with love for all who enter the circle of my life, 
But especially for those in need. 
Listen to my cries, my sighs, my silence. 
Say yes to me. Say no to me. 
Feed me, need me. Hug me, bug me. 
Teach me to say I’m sorry. Teach me to say I forgive. 
Set high standards for me. Make demands upon me. 
Never mistake my stubborn NO! to you as my final answer. 
Free me from my tendency to wrap around myself. 
Enlarge my world. Direct my a�en�on to all that really ma�ers. 
Fill my life with your signs, and help me to no�ce and interpret them wisely. 
Accept me as I am, 
But keep nudging me to be a be�er version of who I already am. 
Melt my coldness. Smooth my rough edges. 
Play with me, dance with me, weep with me, laugh with me. 
Help me to live less cau�ously. 
Keep telling me to grow up. Keep telling me to be more childlike. 
Bless me with a ton of pa�ence, 
But never let me be completely sa�sfied with the way things are. 
Increase my thirst for you. Deepen my trust in you. 
Love me. Love me. Love me. 

Amen. 

By Sister Melannie Svoboda, SND   

Reprinted with permission from Sr. Melannie.    By the way Sr. Melannie is a frequent contributor to our 
blog page on our web site.    Check it out:   www.stl�c.org  

 



 

 

December 24, 2017 

 The Diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph is com-
mi�ed to comba�ng sexual abuse in the Church.   
If you are a vic�m of sexual abuse, or if you ob-
serve or suspect sexual abuse:  1. Call the Missouri 
Child Abuse Hotline at   1-800-392-3738 (if the vic-
�m is currently under the age of 18), and 
2.  Contact your local law enforcement agency or 
call 911, and 3.  A�er repor�ng to these civil and 
law enforcement authori�es, report suspected 
sexual abuse of a minor or vulnerable adult to the 
Diocesan Ombudsman, Jenifer Valen�, at 816-812-
2500 or  JeniferValen�@a�.net, if the abuse 
involves a priest, deacon, employee, or volunteer 
of the Diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph. The Dio-
cese has a sincere commitment to providing care 
and healing resources to vic�ms of sexual abuse 
and their families. Please contact Vic�m Advocate 
Kathleen Chastain at 816-392-0011 or 
chastain@diocesekcsj.org  

Senior Center Menus 

Monday 12/25 

 

 

Merry Christmas 

Tuesday, 12/26 

Meatball Sub 

Root Veg & Kale 

Salad/tom/car 

Trop Fruit Mix 

Hoagie Roll  Whl Grn 

1% Milk 

Margarine Lite 

Sald Dressing Italian 

Wednesday 12/27 

Chicken S�r Fry 

S�r Fry Veg 

Beets Pickled (Cold) 

Short Bread Cookies 

Mandarin Oranges 

White Whl Grn Bread 

Rice 

1% Milk 

Margarine Lite 

 

Thursday 12/28 

Chili/Beans 

Chddr Cheese-RF 

Salad/tom/car 

Diced onions 

Peach Cobbler 

Crackers wheat 

1% Milk 

Margarine Lite 

Salad Dressing French 

Friday 12/29 

Chicken Oven Fried 

Gravy (Chicken LS) 

Mashed Potatoes 

Broccoli 

Wheat Dinner Roll 

1% Milk 

Margarine Lite 

Ice Cream (FFSF) 

Orange Cake 

Daily Lunch Hours  

11:30 am to 1 pm 

Over 60 yrs. –dona�on 

All others $5.75 

Reserva�on at Sign-In 

Table in advance 

Thank You 

St. Therese Sr Ctr.  

444-3514 

Don Bosco  691-2900   

Circle of  Understanding 
You are invited to join our Circle of Understanding where 
people of all faiths, races, cultures, ideologies, ways of life, 
and backgrounds are welcomed. By sharing our stories in a 
contempla�ve se�ng, the Circle allows us to rise above the 
divisions that exist in our world as we grow in understand-
ing of others as a path to peace and harmony among all. 
Free Will Offering Accepted.  Please call 816.803.6413. 
 

Thursday, January 4th 
6:00 PM: Join Us for Soup & Salad 

6:45: Circle Begins 
If someone would like to go and would appreciate a ride, 
please let Joni Dugan know and the Precious Blood Staff 
will make arrangements.  (jdugan@stl�c.org) 



 

 


